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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF WORKSHOP MEETING 

AUGUST 12, 2014 
 
 
A workshop meeting of the Bryan City Council was held on Tuesday, August 12, 2014, in the Council 
Chambers of the Bryan Municipal Building, a notice of said meeting having been posted at least 72 hours 
in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code.  Mayor Pro Tem Ann Horton and 
Councilmembers Al Saenz, Rafael Peña, Art Hughes and Chuck Konderla were present.  Mayor Jason 
Bienski and Councilmember Greg Owens were absent.  In attendance were City Manager Kean Register, 
City Attorney Janis Hampton and City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta. 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 2:06 p.m. 

2. DISCUSSION REGARDING BUDGET UPDATE, PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2015 BRYAN 
TEXAS UTILITIES AND ENTERPRISE FUND BUDGETS 

Chief Finance Officer Joe Hegwood presented information regarding the finalized property tax values 
recently received from the Brazos County Tax Office.  He reported over $131 million of new 
properties were added to the tax roll the past year.  He also reported the overall valuation increase 
would result in approximately $808,000 additional revenue to the general fund in Fiscal Year 2015.  
Mr. Hegwood recommended the Fiscal Year 2015 budget be based on the same tax rate as Fiscal 
Year 2014, $0.62999 per $100 valuation, since there were many projects the Council indicated a 
desire to see accomplished, including funding nine new public safety officers.  Mr. Hegwood also 
explained the proposed general fund included an increased general fund transfer from BTU.  Mr. 
Hegwood presented a chart showing projected fund balance through Fiscal Year 2019.  He also 
presented the budget and tax rate calendar. 

Director of Public Works Jayson Barfknecht presented the proposed Fiscal Year 2015 water budget.  
He reported there were no anticipated rate increases through Fiscal Year 2019 and listed other budget 
assumptions.  He listed projected revenues, expenses and budget requests for Fiscal Year 2015.  Dr. 
Barfknecht also listed future projects currently in the capital improvement plan.  He discussed fund 
balance and debt service, and then presented the Fiscal Year 2015 wastewater proposed budget.  He 
listed projected revenues, expenses and budget requests for Fiscal Year 2015.  He also listed future 
projects currently contained in the capital improvement plan.  In response to questions, Dr. 
Barfknecht reported the City was working with Wixon Water Supply Corporation to improve water 
flow along East Highway 21 in the Wixon service territory.  He presented the projected fund balance 
and debt service through Fiscal Year 2019.  Dr. Barfknecht reported the staff was not recommending 
a rate increase for the next five years, but reminded Council that new street projects that impact water 
or wastewater infrastructure could result in a rate increase. 

Environmental Services Manager Eric Zaragoza reported that the five-year budget forecast did not 
include a solid waste rate increase.  He added the last rate increase for solid waste was in 2004.  He 
listed the functions of Environmental Services and projected expenses, revenues and budget requests, 
as well as future goals and objectives.  He also mentioned the operation of the Bryan Animal Center.  
Mr. Zaragoza discussed projected fund balance and expressed pride that the City of Bryan offers one 
of the lowest solid waste rate structures in the State while providing a very high level of service.  He 
advised that a true curbside recycling program required a considerable financial investment and 
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almost always operated at a loss.  A discussion followed about ideas relative to increased recycling in 
the community. 

BTU General Manager Gary Miller reported that a cost of service study was recently completed.  
BTU Group Manager David Werley added that the study took a year to complete and was meant to 
ensure that BTU rates were fair, equitable and predictable, while providing valuable information for 
the financial pro forma needed for both short and long range strategic business planning.  Consultant 
Joseph Mancinelli, President of NewGen Strategies, L.L.C., provided detailed information about the 
methodology for conducting the cost of service study.  He then presented the results of the study 
showing the recommended rate structure changes meant to more accurately reflect cost of service in 
the city and rural systems.  He reported that the proposed restructuring would balance the rates paid 
by city system and rural system customers.  He explained the rate adjustments were proposed to be 
phased in over three years.  He also added that even with the rate adjustments, BTU’s rates were still 
some of the lowest in Texas.  It was reported that the BTU Board recommended the Council approve 
three rate ordinances, to be phased in over three years, to collect correct costs of service.  Mr. Miller 
then presented the proposed BTU Fiscal Year 2015 budget, which reflected a very good financial 
position. 
 
Council commended the staff for their excellent work and outstanding budget presentations. 
 

3. DISCUSSION REGARDING CONSENT/STATUTORY AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR 
MEETING OF AUGUST 12, 2014 

Council briefly discussed agenda items 8 d, 9 a and 9 b of the consent/statutory agenda for the regular 
meeting of August 12, 2014.  No action was taken regarding the items discussed. 

4. ADJOURN 

With objection, the meeting was adjourned at 3:46 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
              

     City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta                                   Mayor Jason P. Bienski 
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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

AUGUST 12, 2014 
 
 
A regular meeting of the Bryan City Council was held on Tuesday, August 12, 2014, in Room 305 and 
the Council Chambers of the Bryan Municipal Building.  A notice of the meeting was posted at least 72 
hours in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code.  Mayor Pro Tem Ann Horton 
and Councilmembers Al Saenz, Rafael Peña, Art Hughes and Chuck Konderla were present.  Mayor 
Jason Bienski and Councilmembers Greg Owens were absent.  City Manager Kean Register, City 
Attorney Janis Hampton and City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta were in attendance. 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 4:07 p.m. 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The meeting was called into executive session at 4:08 p.m. under the provisions of Section 551, Texas 
Government Code, to discuss under the authority of Section 551.071, consultation with attorney – 
receive legal advice regarding the Traditions Master Economic Development Agreement, receive 
legal advice regarding the Traditions Limited Partnership Agreement, receive legal advice regarding 
possible amendments to the reclaimed water agreement with Traditions Acquisition Partnership, Ltd., 
receive legal advice regarding Council ethics policy, receive legal advice regarding annexation related 
to Gunler default on non-annexation agreement, receive legal advice regarding proposed amendments 
to groundwater district rules, receive legal advice regarding acquisition of real property in the Texas 
Triangle Park, receive legal advice concerning economic development negotiations on proposed east, 
west, and downtown development projects, receive legal advice regarding proposed economic 
development incentives for the Kalon Biotherapeutics facility located in College Station, receive legal 
advice regarding proposed Charter amendments and possible non-binding referendum, receive legal 
advice regarding proposed oil and gas lease on city-owned property; under the authority of Section 
551.072, real estate – discussion regarding possible sale and/or purchase of property in the Texas 
Triangle Park, central, and north Bryan; under the authority of Section 551.074, personnel matters – 
discussion regarding duties and responsibilities of City Manager, City Secretary, City Internal 
Auditor and City Attorney, and discussion of appointment of BTU Board Members; and under the 
authority of Section 551.087, economic development – discussion regarding possible economic 
development incentives in east, west, and central Bryan, the Texas Triangle Park and the proposed 
Kalon Biotherapeutics facility located in College Station, discussion regarding possible economic 
incentives related to a proposed community-wide private fiber optic broadband network.  

3. OPEN SESSION FOR ACTION FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The meeting was called into open session at 6:08 p.m.  Councilmember Konderla moved to reappoint 
Mr. David Bairrington and Mr. Carl Benner to the BTU Board for full three-year terms ending 
August 31, 2017.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hughes and carried with all present 
voting aye.  Councilmember Peña moved to direct staff to prepare an ordinance calling a special City 
Council initiated Charter amendment election, as follows:  to add an item to the November 2014 
ballot to amend Section 16 of the Bryan City Charter entitled "Utilities; streets, avenues, alleys and 
highways; public works" by adding to paragraph (w) Parks after the line containing "The city shall 
not sell a public park or playground of the city unless the authority to sell is approved by the voters at 
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an election.", the sentence “Additionally, the city shall not change the use of the Bryan Municipal 
Golf Course unless the authority to change the use from a municipal golf course is approved by the 
voters at an election,” and to call two special meetings to consider the first and second readings of the 
ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Saenz but failed to carry by a vote of two 
yeses (Councilmembers Saenz and Peña), three noes (Mayor Pro Tem Horton and Councilmembers 
Hughes and Konderla) and two absent (Mayor Bienski and Councilmember Owens), after discussion.  

4. INVOCATION AND PLEDGES OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE U.S. AND TEXAS FLAGS 

Pastor Clinton Everitt, Beacon Baptist Church, gave the invocation and Mayor Pro Tem Horton led 
the pledges. 

5. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

Proclamations were presented recognizing Bryan ISD Superintendent Dr. Thomas Wallis as the 
Region VI Superintendent of the Year, and to Bryan ISD student Rajer Gurode for her outstanding 
performance at the North American Finals of the Hershey Track and Field Games. 

6. HEAR CITIZENS 

Ms. Irene Erion, 2101 Barak Lane #8, stated maintenance of existing parks was needed.  Mr. Larry 
Gilbert, 2902 Highway 21 West, and Mr. Arthur Harrison, 2536 Pinon Court, asked that Sadie 
Thomas pool be reopened, parking be added at Scurry Park and a nature trail be built in that area.  Mr. 
Obed Matus, 3408 Old Hearne Road, and Mr. Conrad Dudek, 2301 Oxford, spoke in support of 
agenda item 10 c.  Ms. Sandra Portzer, 18924 Pipeline Road, College Station, spoke in favor of 
keeping the municipal golf course open and also made other suggestions about park locations and 
amenities.  Mr. Alberto Gabino, 1626B Barak Lane, spoke in support of a super park, as did Mr. 
David Gott, 3611 Old Hearne Road; Mr. Diego Mendez, 106B Hardy; and Mr. Alejandro Rogel, 113 
Lynn Drive.  Mr. Ron Blatchley, 3129 Palmetto Lane, spoke in support of converting the municipal 
golf course into a super park.  Mr. Bill Richards, 4608 Park Hollow Circle; Mr. Hugh Seale, 101 
Redbud; Ms. Eleanor Ford, 4740 Tiffany Park Circle; and Mr. Jackie Richards, 4608 Park Hollow 
Circle, spoke in support of a super park but at a different location other than the site of the municipal 
golf course.  The following individuals spoke in opposition to closing the municipal golf course or 
converting the property to a different recreational use:  Mr. Paul Hardage, 2806 Chevy Chase; Ms. 
Karen Hall, 5918 East Highway 21; Mr. Lynn Kennedy, 6464 Waterway, College Station; Mr. Mike 
Southerland, 3401 Parkway Terrace; Mr. Charles White, 3122 Camelot; Mr. David Neal, 2814 
Celinda Circle; Ms. Karen White, 3122 Camelot; Mr. Curt Oliver, 2500 Briarwood; Mr. John Epstein, 
3509 Oak Valley; Mr. John Miller, 714 Williamson Drive; Ms. Debra Miller, 714 Williamson Drive; 
and Mr. Henry Batten, 3700 Rolling Glen.  Mr. Wallace Phillips, 1929 Country Club Drive, owner of 
the Phillips Event Center, extended an offer to allow municipal golf course golfers to transfer to his 
public course at the same price they are currently paying with a subsidy from the City.  He agreed to 
put the agreement for these golf fees in writing for a term of 20 years and added his course was 
operating at less than half capacity.  City Manager Register provided a factual statement that the staff 
was in the process of obtaining estimates to repair all four swimming pools and that Sue Haswell 
pool, Henderson Harbor and the Bryan Aquatic Center were currently open to the public.  He said the 
plan was to repair all pools, including the Sadie Thomas pool. 

7. TIRZ #10 PROJECT AND FINANCING PLAN AMENDMENT 
 

a. Public Hearing – TIRZ #10 Project and Financing Plan Amendment 

This item was not considered. 



157 
 

 
b. First Reading of an Ordinance – Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #10 Project and 

Financing Plan Amendment 

This item was not considered. 

8. CONSENT (AUTOMATIC APPROVAL) AGENDA 

It was announced that, without objection, agenda item 8 d would not be considered.  Councilmember 
Peña moved to approve the remainder of the consent agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Saenz and carried with all present voting aye.   

a. Approval of Minutes – Workshop and Regular Meetings of July 8, 2014 

b. Consideration – Extend Annual Price Agreement with NAPA Auto Parts 

Consider approving a one year extension of an existing price agreement with NAPA Auto Parts, 
in an amount not to exceed $100,000 through the Brazos Valley Council of Governments 
Cooperative Program – Purchasing Solutions Alliance (PSA) contract, for automotive and truck 
replacement parts, shop equipment, and services.  Source of Funds:  General Fund and Enterprise 
Funds – Department Budgets. 

c. Consideration – Blanket Purchase Orders for Tires 
 
Consider approving four blanket purchase orders with local vendors for the purchase of new tires 
in an amount not to exceed $180,000 as follows: Southern Tire Mart of Bryan, Texas, for 
$60,000; Strouhal Tire, Inc., of Bryan, Texas, for $15,000; Goodyear Truck and Tire Center of 
Bryan, Texas, for $90,000; and Pilger’s Tire & Auto Center of College Station, Texas, for 
$15,000.  Source of Funds: General Fund and Enterprise Funds – Department Budgets. 

d. Resolution – Initiate Annexation Procedures 

This item was not considered. 

e. Second and Final Reading of an Ordinance – Ordering Petition Driven Special Charter 
Amendment Election 

Second and final reading of Ordinance No. 2057 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, 
providing for the submission of petition initiated proposed amendments to the Bryan City Charter 
to the qualified voters of the City of Bryan, Texas, at a special election to be held jointly with the 
general elections on November 4, 2014. (Ordenanza 2057 - Petición de pedido Driven Especial 
Carta Enmienda Elección - Segunda y última lectura de una ordenanza del Concejo Municipal de 
la Ciudad de Bryan, Texas, que prevé la presentación de la petición iniciada propuestas de 
enmienda a la Carta Bryan City a los votantes calificados de la Ciudad de Bryan, Texas, en una 
elección especial que se celebrará conjuntamente con las elecciones generales del 4 de 
noviembre de 2014.) 
 

9. STATUTORY AGENDA 

Councilmember Peña moved to approve the statutory agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Saenz and carried with all present voting aye. 
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a. Consideration – Contract with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., for an Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) Self-Evaluation and Transition Plan 

Consider approving an engineering services contract with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., in 
an amount not to exceed $103,000, to prepare an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Self-
Evaluation and Transition Plan for the City of Bryan.  Source of Funds:  General Fund. 

b. Consideration – Contract with J4 Engineering for the West 26th Street Reconstruction 
Project 

Consider approving an engineering design contract with J4 Engineering, in an amount not to 
exceed $179,550, for the West 26th Street Reconstruction Project, City Project Number 332-411-
425-611-DE-0915.  Source of Funds:  Transportation Fee – Fund 240. 

c. Consideration – Increase Blanket Purchase Order for Atmos Energy for Natural Gas 
Services 

Consider approving an increase to the existing blanket purchase order for Atmos Energy, from 
$80,000 to an amount not to exceed $125,000 for natural gas services.  Source of Funds: General 
Fund and Enterprise Funds – Department Budgets. 

d. Consideration – Amend Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #10 Interlocal Agreement 

Consider approving an amendment to the interlocal agreement between the City of Bryan and 
Brazos County for participation in Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number Ten (TIRZ #10).  
The interlocal agreement amendment provides an extension of Brazos County’s participation 
until the scheduled closure of TIRZ #10 in Fiscal Year 2025. 

e. Resolution – Texas Municipal League Support of Credit Access Businesses Legislation 

Adoption of Resolution No. 3564 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, requesting the 
Texas Legislature and the Governor of Texas to enact laws to reduce exploitative payday lending 
and auto title loan practices and requesting the Texas Municipal League to seek introduction and 
support of such legislation; expressing support of other cities toward their efforts to regulate 
payday lending and auto title loan practices. 

f. Resolution – Contract with Elder Aid, Inc., for Development of Affordable Single Family 
Elderly Rental Homes 

Adoption of Resolution No. 3565 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, approving a 
contract for the allocation of 2012 and 2013 federal HOME Investment Partnerships Program 
Community Housing Development Organization Set Aside and operating funds in the amount of 
$106,634.70 to Elder Aid, Inc., for the development of two affordable single family elderly rental 
homes proposed in response to RFP #14-056. 

g. Resolution – Rededication of Louis Mikulin Road to the Public 

Adoption of Resolution No. 3566 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, repealing 
Resolution Number 3492 (adopted June 25, 2013) that publicly dedicated Louis Mikulin Road; 
and authorizing dedication of a redesigned Mikulin Road, retaining ownership of the BTU rail 
spur, and amending the interlocal agreement executed on July 9, 2013, between the City of Bryan 
and Brazos County. 
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h. First Reading of an Ordinance – Bryan Texas Utilities Electric Rate Phase 1 

First reading of an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, establishing a new schedule of rates to 
be charged for electric current furnished by Bryan Texas Utilities (BTU) effective commencing 
with the first billing cycle for the month of October 1, 2014; and providing definitions. 

i. First Reading of an Ordinance – Bryan Texas Utilities Electric Rate Phase 2 

First reading of an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, establishing a new schedule of rates to 
be charged for electric current furnished by Bryan Texas Utilities (BTU) effective commencing 
with the first billing cycle for the month of October 1, 2015; and providing definitions. 

j. First Reading of an Ordinance – Bryan Texas Utilities Electric Rate Phase 3 

First reading of an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, establishing a new schedule of rates to 
be charged for electric current furnished by Bryan Texas Utilities (BTU) effective commencing 
with the first billing cycle for the month of October 1, 2016; and providing definitions. 

k. First Reading of an Ordinance – Amend Chapter 14, “Building and Building Regulations” 
of the Bryan Code of Ordinances 

First reading of an ordinance of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, amending the text 
of Bryan Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Building and Building Regulations, by amending 
Article III, Residential Construction Standards, Subsection 14-17, Amendments to Code, by 
modifying provisions for the placement of single-story detached accessory structures with a floor 
area of up to 120 square feet on residential lots; providing penalties; providing for publication; 
providing an effective date. 

10. REGULAR AGENDA 

a. Consideration – Vote on Tax Rate Proposal      

It was reported the tax rate would remain the same, but State law requires the City to call it a tax 
increase because more property tax revenue will be realized due to higher property valuations.   
Councilmember Hughes moved to place a proposal to adopt a property tax rate of $0.62999 per 
$100 of assessed valuation on the regular agenda of the September 16, 2014, special Council 
meeting and the regular agenda of the September 23, 2014, regular Council meeting, and 
schedule public hearings on the proposed tax increase on August 26, 2014, and September 9, 
2014.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Konderla and the motion carried with 
Councilmembers voting as follows:  Councilmember Saenz – Aye; Councilmember Peña – Aye; 
Mayor Pro Tem Horton – Aye; Councilmember Hughes – Aye; Councilmember Konderla – Aye.  
Mayor Bienski and Councilmember Owens were absent. 

b. Consideration - City Staff Study Locations for a Regional Park and Blinn College 

Councilmember Peña moved to direct the City Staff to investigate and report the feasibility and 
cost to use vacant land currently owned by the City of Bryan in the following locations:  a) 
Mumford Road, approximately 300 acres; b) Bryan Municipal Lake, approximately 800 acres; c) 
Bryan Regional Athletic Complex, approximately 60 acres; d) Other city owned locations if time 
permits for the use as a regional park with full facilities and/or Blinn College; and to report the 
findings including associated costs to the City Council at the regularly scheduled second meeting 
of September 2014.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Saenz.  Discussion followed 
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about the need to identify acreage owned by the City or to possibly purchase land to house a 
super park or the new Blinn campus.  Mr. Register pointed out that the City only owns about 40 
acres in the Mumford Road area, and that BTU lake property is outside the city limits with no city 
services.  He stated he would accomplish as much of the study as he could by the second meeting 
in September.  Concern was expressed that Council did not have enough information about the 
best location for a new super park or to consider closing the municipal golf course at the current 
time.  It was stated a great deal more information was needed about both issues as well as 
additional input from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.  After further discussion, the 
motion failed to carry with two yeses (Councilmembers Saenz and Peña), three noes (Mayor Pro 
Tem Horton and Councilmembers Hughes and Konderla), and two absent (Mayor Bienski and 
Councilmember Owens). 

c. Consideration – Bryan Code of Ordinances Section 130 Zoning Changes 

Councilmember Peña moved to direct the City staff to make the following changes to the 
ordinances indicated and bring the changes back to the City Council by the last meeting in 
September 2014 for a vote:  1) Change Section 130-33, Conditional Use Permits, to add an appeal 
process to the City Council that requires a three-quarters (3/4) vote of the seven Councilmembers. 
The notification shall require a mailed, using the U.S. Postal Service, written notice at least 8.5 by 
11 inches in size, folded in a standard envelope, to property owners within 500 feet of the subject 
property before any action relative to a conditional use permit and 30 days or more prior to the 
scheduled Bryan government or committee hearing; and 2) Change Section 130-42, Changes and 
Amendments to Zoning Ordinance, Districts and Administrative Procedures, to add an appeal 
process to the City Council that requires a three-quarters (3/4) vote of the seven Councilmembers.  
The notification shall require a mailed, using the U.S. Postal Service, written notice at least 8.5 by 
11 inches in size, folded in a standard envelope, to property owners within 500 feet of the subject 
property before any action relative to a conditional use permit and 30 days or more prior to the 
scheduled Bryan government or committee hearing.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Saenz.  The City Attorney pointed out that per the Bryan Code of Ordinances, 
proposed amendments to the zoning ordinance had to be considered by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission before coming to the Council for a vote.  She also pointed out that item 2 had 
wording problems and was inconsistent.  Councilmember Peña rescinded his motion and then 
made a motion to refer the subject matter to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Saenz.  It was stated the referral 
to the Commission should not carry an implied desired outcome.  The motion carried with four 
yeses, one no (Councilmember Konderla) and two absent. 
 

d. Consideration – Texas Reds and Hotel Tax (HOT) Funding 

Councilmember Peña moved to direct staff to develop a council policy to require the Texas Reds 
HOT funding to use the "City of Bryan Hotel Tax Fund Expenditure Grant Application Packet" to 
request hotel tax funding and to send the request to the Convention and Visitors Bureau for 
processing.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Saenz.  It was opined the Texas Reds 
event should be subject to the hotel/motel funding tax application process utilized by the 
Convention and Visitors Bureau in recommending the use of HOT funds for the festival.  
Councilmember Konderla, who serves as the City’s representative on the Convention and Visitors 
Bureau Board, explained the process and stated that since Texas Reds was the City’s signature 
event, even though it is now being coordinated by the Downtown Bryan Association, he did not 
believe the event should be subject to the application process.  The process providing more 
accountability was mentioned.  It was also stated that should the CVB process indicate the 
festival should receive more money than currently being allocated from the City’s HOT fund, 
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there was not opposition to doing so.  After discussion, the motion failed to carry with two yeses 
(Councilmembers Saenz and Peña), three noes (Mayor Pro Tem Horton and Councilmembers 
Hughes and Konderla), and two absent (Mayor Bienski and Councilmember Owens). 

e. Consideration – Saunders Street 

Director of Public Works Jayson Barfknecht reported the Saunders Street project was included in 
the Fiscal Year 2015 street maintenance contract.  He indicated there was a possibility the project 
could be change ordered into the 2014 contract, but would have to investigate to determine if this 
could be done without exceeding the state law cap on the amount of a change order to a contract.  
After discussion, it was the consensus of Council that Dr. Barfknecht would look into the two 
options and advise the Council under which contract the Saunders Street project would be 
included. 

The following agenda items were submitted by two Councilmembers prior to the August 7, 2014, 
Special Council Meeting, where action was taken regarding each of the following items.  There was 
no discussion or further action regarding agenda items 10 f through 10 k below. 

f. Consideration – Old Hearne Road 

Discussion and possible presentation regarding moving the Old Hearne Road widening in the 
Capitol Improvement Project plan from Fiscal Years 2016, 2017 and 2018 to Fiscal Year 2015.  
(Action taken at August 7, 2014, Council Meeting:  Motion to postpone discussion and 
consideration until the entire Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is discussed at a full-day meeting 
to be held in October 2014.  Motion carried with all present voting aye.) 

g. Consideration – Peale Street 

Discussion and possible presentation regarding adding a project to the current year's budget for 
funding that resurfaces/repairs Peale Street and adds curb and gutter to it.  (Action taken at 
August 7, 2014, Council Meeting:  Motion to postpone discussion and consideration until CIP 
meeting to be held in October 2014.  Motion carried with all present voting aye.) 

h. Consideration – Sandy Point Road Sidewalk 

Discussion and possible presentation regarding adding a project to the current year's budget for 
funding to construct a sidewalk from the entrance to Forest Park Apartments to State Highway 21 
along Sandy Point Road in the right-of-way.  (Action taken at August 7, 2014, Council Meeting:  
Motion to postpone consideration until first Council meeting in September to allow 
Councilmember Peña with staff’s help to talk to the apartment complex and other property 
owners to easily acquire right-of-way, and to continue talks with TxDOT to use their right-of-way 
without curb and gutter or obtain their participation in curb and gutter.  The motion carried with 
all present voting aye.) 

i. Consideration – Sadie Thomas Park 

Discussion and possible presentation regarding adding a project to the current year's budget for 
funding the repair of the swimming pool in Sadie Thomas Park.  (Action taken at August 7, 2014, 
Council Meeting:  Motion to obtain estimates to repair all four swimming pools (Sadie Thomas, 
Henderson Harbor, Haswell, and Bryan Aquatic Center).  The motion carried with all present 
voting aye.) 



162 
 

j. Consideration – Nature Trail 

Discussion and possible presentation regarding adding a project to the current year's budget for 
funding that constructs a nature trail that runs along the creek in between West 17th Street and 
Martin Luther King and parallel to Harlem Lane.  (Action taken at August 7, 2014, Council 
Meeting:  Motion to approve the nature trail pending approval of the adjoining neighbors and if 
the land is donated.  Motion carried with all present voting aye.) 

k. Consideration – Scurry Park 

Discussion and possible presentation regarding adding a project to the current year's budget for 
procurement of land, design, construction and funding that adds as many parking places to Scurry 
Park in the available surrounding property.  (Action taken at August 7, 2014, Council Meeting:  
Motion to add 18 parking spaces if neighbors within 500 feet of the park are supportive of adding 
the parking spaces.  Motion carried with all present voting aye.) 

11. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Councilmember Konderla reported on a recent meeting of the City of Bryan/Bryan ISD Committee. 

12. CITY MANAGER REPORT 

Mr. Register provided an update on capital improvement projects. 

13. ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST 

Councilmembers listed the following items of community interest:  Hispanic Forum scholarship gala, 
2014-2015 Games of Texas opening ceremonies, Brazos Valley Museum of Natural History 
fundraiser, upcoming town hall meetings, Mercy Project fundraiser, tutorial for hotel/motel funds 
grant application process, nine major events using hotel/motel funds that had an estimated $16 million 
impact to the community, etc.  It was mentioned Bryan-College Station was ranked second nationally 
and first in Texas by Forbes as the best place for business and careers.  It was announced BTU was 
honored with a system achievement award from the Texas Public Power Association, and the website 
designed for BTU by the City’s Communications and Marketing staff won a national award from 
3CMA.  Condolences were offered for Charles Stasny’s passing.  He was a community leader who 
was the subject of the book Firegator and one of first paid firefighters in Bryan.  Congratulations were 
again extended to Dr. Wallis, Bryan ISD, and Rajer Gurode upon their recent accomplishments.  
Pastor Everitt was thanked for leading the invocation.  Citizens were invited to attend an open house 
about a proposed health and wellness district. 
 

14. ADJOURN 

Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 

 
 
 

              
     City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta                                   Mayor Jason P. Bienski 


