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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 28, 2015 
 
 
A regular meeting of the Bryan City Council was held on Tuesday, April 28, 2015, in Room 305 and the 
Council Chambers of the Bryan Municipal Building, a notice of said meeting having been posted at least 
72 hours in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code.  Mayor Jason Bienski and 
Councilmembers Al Saenz, Rafael Peña, Greg Owens, Mike Southerland, Art Hughes and Chuck 
Konderla were present.  Also present were City Manager Kean Register, City Attorney Janis Hampton 
and City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta. 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:20 p.m. 
 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

The meeting was called into executive session at 4:21 p.m. in accordance with Section 551, Texas 
Government Code, to discuss under the authority of Section 551.071, consultation with attorney – 
receive legal advice regarding possible tri-party agreement between Blinn College, Rivergate Church 
and the City, receive legal advice regarding compliance with statutory annexation requirements, 
receive legal advice regarding City of Bryan hotel occupancy tax revenue funding agreements, 
receive legal advice regarding constitutional issues relative to signage in public rights-of-way and on 
public property, receive legal advice regarding a funding agreement with Bryan-Brazos County 
Economic Development Foundation, receive legal advice regarding legal issues concerning the 
content of Council presentation submittals, receive legal advice regarding groundwater management 
issues and the sale of water in the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer, and receive legal advice regarding matters 
related to municipal setting designation certification and implementation; under the authority of 
Section 551.072, real estate – discussion regarding possible sale, lease, conveyance and/or purchase 
of property in the Texas Triangle Park, central, west, east and north Bryan; under the authority of 
Section 551.074, personnel matters – Council self-evaluation; under the authority of Section 551.086, 
competitive matters – discussion regarding competitive matters related to Bryan Texas Utilities; and 
under the authority of Section 551.087, economic development – discussion regarding possible 
economic development incentives in east, west, north and central Bryan and Texas Triangle Park.   
 

3. OPEN SESSION FOR ACTION FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
The meeting was called into open session at 6:07 p.m.  No action was taken regarding the items 
discussed in executive session.  It was announced agenda items 9 b and 9 c would be not be discussed 
or considered. 

 
4. INVOCATION AND PLEDGES OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE U.S. AND TEXAS FLAGS  

 
Pastor Craig Yates, Hillcrest Baptist Church, gave the invocation and Cadet 2nd Lieutenant Brandyn 
Gonzalez, George H.W. Bush Composite Squadron, Civil Air Patrol, led the pledges to the U.S. and 
Texas flags. 
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5. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
The Allen Academy girls and boys basketball teams were recognized for winning the Texas Christian 
Athletic League State Championships.  Proclamations were presented in recognition of Relay for Life 
of Brazos County and National Travel and Tourism Week. 
 

6. HEAR CITIZENS  
  

Mr. Walter David Cunningham, 1110 Esther Boulevard, spoke about a recent fire that destroyed some 
of the City’s solid waste trucks at the Municipal Service Center.  Ms. Liza Calhoun, 1013 Braeswood, 
stated she was a taxi owner and felt it was not fair that transportation network companies were not 
subject to the same rules as taxis.  Ms. Debbie Miller, 714 Williamson Drive, thanked Mr. Hugh 
Walker for providing information she had requested.  She voiced concern that the skate facility at 
Williamson Park was removed. 

 
7. CONSENT (AUTOMATIC APPROVAL) AGENDA 
 

Agenda items 7 d and 7 e were removed from the consent agenda for separate consideration at the 
request of two Councilmembers.  Councilmember Konderla made a motion to approve the remainder 
of the consent agenda.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Southerland and carried 
unanimously. 

 
a. Approval of Minutes – Workshop and Regular Meetings of April 14, 2015, and Special Meeting 

of April 21, 2015 
 

b. Consideration – Water and Sewer Cost of Service and Rate Design Study 
 

Consider approving a professional services contract with NewGen Strategies & Solutions to 
conduct a cost of service and rate design study of water and sewer rates in an amount not to 
exceed $51,750.  Source of Funds:  Water and Wastewater Budgets. 
 

c. Consideration – Concrete Supply Contract 
 

Consider approving an annual price agreement for the supply of ready mix concrete with BVS 
Construction in an amount not to exceed $85,000.  Source of Funds:  Various Public Works 
Operating Budgets. 
 

Council then considered the items removed from the consent agenda for separate consideration.   
 

d. Consideration – Funding for Ronnie Jackson Trail at Hope Crossing 
 

Mayor Bienski moved to approve funding for the construction of the Ronnie Jackson Trail at 
Hope Crossing in an amount not to exceed $142,554 (Source of Funds:  General Fund Balance).  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Konderla.  Councilmember Peña moved to 
postpone consideration until a plan was in place to put a trail behind Forest Park Apartments.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Southerland.  It was stated the Ronnie Jackson 
Trail would not service students and if this item was approved, there was no leverage for the trail 
behind the apartments.  It was also opined that the trail behind the school was a higher need that 
should be addressed before this lesser need.  Mr. Register advised the property behind the 
apartments was privately owned and the owner had not been willing to grant an easement or 
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donate property for a trail.  This owner had advised staff he did not want students walking across 
his property.  It was also pointed out that staff had not been instructed that one of these projects 
would negate the other.  It was opined that it may not be the best time to build the Ronnie Jackson 
Trail and that it was not the highest and best use of funds.  It was also pointed out that the 
proposed Ronnie Jackson Trail was meant to be enjoyed by all people in the area, not just 
students, as a quality of life project.  The Councilmember for that district stated the trail behind 
the school across private property was very important to him and that he would like to see it well 
lit and equipped with call buttons.  He was encouraged to see if the property owner would donate 
the property for the proposed trail.  It was again stated the Ronnie Jackson Trail would be an 
important component to improving the neighborhood for residents of all ages.  One 
Councilmember indicated a desire to condemn the property behind the apartment complex if it 
could not be obtained through normal means.  Mr. Register indicated the staff would continue to 
talk with the property owner to see if the City could acquire the property for the trail behind the 
apartments and would report back to the Council in one month.  Councilmember Peña then 
withdrew his motion to amend with no objection.  It was again opined that the Ronnie Jackson 
Trail did not warrant an expenditure of $142,000 and that money should be used in other areas, 
particularly in single member districts one and two.  Mr. Register added it was possible City staff 
could provide the labor, reducing the cost of the project to about $70,000.  After further 
discussion, the motion carried with five yeses and two noes (Councilmembers Saenz and Peña).  

 
e. Second and Final Reading of an Ordinance – Bryan Senior Advisory Committee 
 

Mayor Bienski moved to adopt the second and final reading of Ordinance No. 2093 of the City 
Council of the City of Bryan amending Chapter 2, Article III of the City of Bryan Code of 
Ordinances by enacting Division 16, “Bryan Senior Advisory Committee”, establishing an 
advisory committee for senior citizens in the City of Bryan.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Southerland.  Councilmember Peña moved to amend the motion to direct this 
committee be under the supervision of the City Council and not the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Southerland.  Concern was 
expressed that having this group report to directly to the Council could become a political matter.  
Concern was also expressed that the Council was the appropriate responsible group.  Concern 
was expressed about efforts to micromanage staff, while it was also stated that had the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board cared about senior programming, it would have brought up this topic 
rather than two Councilmembers.  After discussion, the motion to amend failed to carry with 
three yeses (Councilmembers Saenz, Peña and Southerland) and four noes (Mayor Bienski and 
Councilmembers Owens, Hughes and Konderla).  The main motion carried with six yeses and 
one no (Councilmember Southerland). 

 
8. STATUTORY AGENDA 
 

Agenda item 8 a was considered separately at the request of two Councilmembers.  Councilmember 
Konderla moved to approve the rest of the statutory agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Owens and carried with six yeses and one absent (Councilmember Peña was not in 
the room at the time of the vote). 

 
b. Consideration – Solid Waste Truck Rental Agreement 

 
Consider approving a five month rental agreement for three automated side loader trucks with Big 
Truck Rental of Tampa, Florida, through dealer Heil of Texas, of Houston, Texas, in an amount 
not to exceed $114,000.  Source of Funds:  Solid Waste Enterprise Fund.    
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c. Consideration – Contract for Design Services for Fire Station 2  
 
 Consider approving a contract for design services for the relocation of Fire Station 2 to BRW 

Architects, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $617,900.  Source of Funds:  General Fund Balance 
to be reimbursed by future bond funds. 

 
d. Resolution – Reimbursement for Fire Station 2 Design Costs 
 
 Adoption of Resolution No. 3602 of the City Council of the City of Bryan expressing official 

intent of the City of Bryan to reimburse $617,900 costs of City of Bryan, Texas, capital 
expenditure from future bond issuance.  Source of Funds:  General Fund Balance to be 
reimbursed by future bond funds. 

 
e. Resolution – Transportation Alternatives Program - South College Phase 1 Improvements 

Project 
 
 Adoption of Resolution No. 3603 of the City Council of the City of Bryan to certify funding and 

support for the statewide Transportation Alternatives Program Nomination Form 2015 with the 
Texas Department of Transportation to receive funding to implement the South College Phase 1 
Improvements.  Source of Funds:  Existing Bond Funds, Future Bond Funds, and/or General 
Fund Balance.  

 
f.  Resolution – Transportation Alternatives Program – F.M. 158 Safety Lighting 

Improvements Project 
 
 Adoption of Resolution No. 3604 of the City Council of the City of Bryan to certify funding and 

support for the statewide Transportation Alternatives Program Form Nomination 2015 with the 
Texas Department of Transportation to receive funding to implement the F.M. 158 Safety 
Lighting Improvements.  Source of Funds:  Existing Bond Funds, Future Bond Funds, and/or 
General Fund Balance. 

 
g. Resolution – Transportation Alternatives Program - Safe Routes to School Improvements 

Project 
 
 Adoption of Resolution No. 3605 to certify funding and support for the statewide Transportation 

Alternatives Program Nomination Form 2015 with the Texas Department of Transportation to 
receive funding to implement the Safe Routes to School Improvements.  Source of Funds:  
Existing Bond Funds, Future Bond Funds, and/or General Fund Balance. 

 
h. Resolution – Transportation Alternatives Program - East 29th Street Improvements Project 
 
 Adoption of Resolution No. 3606 of the City of Bryan to certify funding and support for the 

statewide Transportation Alternatives Program Nomination Form 2015 with the Texas 
Department of Transportation to receive funding to implement the East 29th Street Improvements.  
Source of Funds:  Existing Bond Funds, Future Bond Funds and/or General Fund Balance.  

 
i.  Resolution – Transportation Alternatives Program – South College Phase 2 Improvements 

Project 
 
 Adoption of Resolution No. 3607 of the City Council of the City of Bryan to certify funding and 

support for the statewide Transportation Alternatives Program Nomination Form 2015 with the 
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Texas Department of Transportation to receive funding to implement the South College Phase 2 
Improvements.  Source of Funds:  Existing Bond Funds, Future Bond Funds, and/or General 
Fund Balance.   

 
j. Resolution – Sale of 402 West 18th Street  
 
 Adoption of Resolution No. 3608 of the City Council of the City of Bryan approving the sale of a 

city-owned property located at 402 West 18th Street in the amount of $120,000 to Amanda 
Gardner, authorizing the Mayor to execute the real estate sales contract, special warranty deed, 
and any other documents necessary to facilitate closing.   

 
k.  First Reading of an Ordinance – Construction Zone Speed Limit Change  
 
 First reading of an ordinance of the City Council of the City of Bryan temporarily altering the 

prima facie speed limit established for vehicles under the provisions of the Transportation Code, 
V.T.C.A. on a portion of the thoroughfare known as State Highway 6 within the boundaries of the 
corporate limits of the City of Bryan, Texas, as set out in this ordinance; providing formal 
designation of speed limit by signage or other required notice in conformance with State law; 
providing for publication; providing for a penalty; and providing an effective date.   

 
Council then considered the item removed from the statutory agenda for separate consideration. 
 

  a. Consideration – 2015 Street Maintenance Concrete Reconstructs Contract 
 

 Mayor Bienski moved to award a construction contract for the 2015 Street Maintenance Concrete 
Reconstructs to Larry Young Paving, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $3,553,119 (Source of 
Funds:  Transportation Fee - Fund 240).  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Konderla.  
Dr. Barfknecht presented information about alternate bids to reconstruct a section of Martin 
Luther King (MLK) Boulevard with concrete instead of asphalt.  He expressed concern about 
having various forms of pavement and related infrastructure along MLK.  He indicated to 
completely rebuild MLK with concrete and all necessary infrastructure would be more than $40 
million.  He advised redoing the subject section with asphalt would last about ten years.  He 
indicated the $217,000 for that project could be reallocated toward partial design costs for a 
completely rebuilt MLK.  He answered questions regarding MLK, other streets in the area and 
street work throughout the City that would be included in this contract.  After discussion and 
clarifying the motion was to accept staff’s recommendation, the motion carried unanimously. 

  
9.  REGULAR AGENDA  
 
 a.  Consideration – Downtown Improvements Program Grant Requests 
 

Mayor Bienski moved to approve five grant requests for façade improvements as part of the 
Downtown Improvements Program (DIP) as recommended by the Downtown Improvement 
Program Panel and the Historic Landmark Commission for a total of $145,318.50:  107 A South 
Main Street - $30,000, 111 East 27th Street - $40,000, 206 West 28th Street - $6,225, 216 North 
Bryan Avenue - $4,093.50, and 419 North Main Street - $30,000; one conditional approval in the 
amount of $35,000 for a building at 400 North Washington Avenue; and deny three requests for 
funding for buildings located at:  201 East William Joel Bryan - $100,000, 204 East 23rd Street - 
$11,450 and 607 North Tabor Avenue - $7,400 (Source of Funds:  Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone #21 Fund).  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Konderla.  Strategic Projects 
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Director Lindsey Guindi answered questions regarding the recommendation and program.  After 
discussion, the motion carried with six yeses and one no (Councilmember Southerland).   

 
 b. Consideration – City of Bryan Hotel Occupancy Tax Funded Project/Event Grant 

Application Policy for Non-CVB Funded Events 
 
  This item was not discussed or considered.  
 

c. First Reading of an Ordinance - Amendments to Chapter 126 “Vehicles for Hire”  
 

This item was not discussed or considered. 
 
10. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

Councilmembers provided reports on the following committee meetings:  Bryan Texas Utilities 
Board, Brazos Valley Solid Waste Management Agency Board of Directors, Bryan-Brazos County 
Economic Development Foundation Board of Directors, City of Bryan Animal Center Advisory 
Committee and the Brazos Valley Wide Area Communications Governing Board. 

  
11. CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
 Deputy City Manager Hugh Walker reported public meetings regarding the thoroughfare plan were 

scheduled and he listed several capital improvement project updates.  He also advised new golf carts 
were expected to be delivered to the Travis B. Bryan Municipal Golf Course on June 1. 

 
12. ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST 
 

Councilmembers listed the following items of community interest:  Jefferson Award ceremony, 
Briarcrest corridor meeting, Brazos Valley Groundwater Conservation District meetings, town hall 
meeting, Lemonade Day, Downtown Bryan Association weekly meetings, First Friday in downtown, 
Czech Society convention, etc.  BTU employees were thanked for working in inclement weather to 
keep customers’ lights on.  Jefferson Award winners were congratulated.  Councilmember Konderla 
was wished a happy birthday. 
 
At 8:40 p.m., the Council reconvened in executive session in accordance with Section 551, Texas 
Government Code, to discuss under the authority of Section 551.071, consultation with attorney –
receive legal advice regarding compliance with statutory annexation requirements, receive legal 
advice regarding City of Bryan hotel occupancy tax revenue funding agreements, receive legal advice 
regarding constitutional issues relative to signage in public rights-of-way and on public property, 
receive legal advice regarding a funding agreement with Bryan-Brazos County Economic 
Development Foundation, receive legal advice regarding legal issues concerning the content of 
Council presentation submittals, and receive legal advice regarding matters related to municipal 
setting designation certification and implementation; under the authority of Section 551.072, real 
estate – discussion regarding possible sale, lease, conveyance and/or purchase of property in the 
Texas Triangle Park, central, west, east and north Bryan; and under the authority of Section 551.087, 
economic development – discussion regarding possible economic development incentives in east, 
west, north and central Bryan and Texas Triangle Park. 
 
The meeting was called into open session at 10:19 p.m.  No action was taken regarding the items 
discussed in executive session.   
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13. ADJOURN 
 
 Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 10:19 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
              

  City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta                                   Mayor Jason P. Bienski 
 


