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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF WORKSHOP MEETING 

JUNE 11, 2013 
 
 
A workshop meeting of the Bryan City Council was held on Tuesday, June 11, 2013, in the Council 
Chambers of the Bryan Municipal Building, a notice of said meeting having been posted at least 72 hours 
in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code.  Mayor Jason Bienski and 
Councilmembers Greg Owens, Ann Horton, Art Hughes and Chuck Konderla were present.  
Councilmembers Richard Cortez and Paul Madison were absent.  City Manager Kean Register, City 
Attorney Janis Hampton and City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta were present. 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 3:35 p.m. 
 

2. PRESENTATION REGARDING PROPOSED ADOPTION OF 2011 NATIONAL ELECTRIC 
CODE AND PROPOSED CITY AMENDMENTS 

 
Economic Development Director Kevin Russell explained to the Council why Staff was 
recommending the City of Bryan adopt the 2011 National Electric Code.  He pointed out College 
Station had already adopted and implemented the 2011 National Electric Code.  He advised that the 
2011 code required additional safety features for homes, including arc-fault circuit interrupter 
protections and ground fault circuit interrupters.  Mr. Russell stated that this would increase the cost 
of an average home by approximately $1,000.  Mr. Russell also advised that if the City did not adopt 
the 2011 Code, the City’s ISO insurance rating would be down rated, resulting in an increase of six to 
eight percent in insurance premiums paid by property owners.  He answered questions posed by 
Council.  It was opined the adoption of the 2011 National Electric Code was a safety issue and Staff 
was asked to proceed with bringing it forward for adoption. 

 
3. DISCUSSION REGARDING CONSENT/STATUTORY AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR 

MEETING OF JUNE 11, 2013 
 

There was no discussion of any items appearing on the consent/statutory agenda for the regular 
meeting of June 11, 2013. 
 

4. ADJOURN 
 

Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 3:59 p.m. 
 

 
 

              
  City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta Mayor Jason P. Bienski 
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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 11, 2013 
 
 
A regular meeting of the Bryan City Council was held on Tuesday, June 11, 2013, in Room 305 and the 
Council Chambers of the Bryan Municipal Building, a notice of said meeting having been posted at least 
72 hours in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code.  Mayor Jason Bienski and 
Councilmembers Greg Owens, Ann Horton, Art Hughes and Chuck Konderla were present.  
Councilmembers Richard Cortez and Paul Madison were absent.  City Manager Kean Register, City 
Attorney Janis Hampton and City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta were present. 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:18 p.m. 
 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

The meeting was called into executive session at 4:19 p.m. under the provisions of Section 551, Texas 
Government Code, to discuss under the authority of Section 551.071, consultation with attorney – 
receive legal advice regarding the Traditions Master Economic Development Agreement; receive 
legal advice regarding water and wastewater Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for the 
biocorridor area; receive legal advice regarding economic development agreement, purchase and sale 
agreement, and non-annexation agreement with Axis Pipe and Tube, Inc.; receive legal advice 
regarding a license for the operation of the 27th Street Plaza adjacent to the LaSalle Hotel; under the 
authority of Section 551.072, real estate – discussion regarding possible sale of property adjacent to 
Texas Triangle Park and possible lease of real property in central Bryan; under the authority of 
Section 551.074, personnel matters - discussion regarding duties and responsibilities of City 
Manager, City Internal Auditor, City Attorney and City Secretary; and under the authority of Section 
551.087, economic development negotiations – discussion regarding possible economic development 
incentives to prospects in east, west, central and north Bryan, the biocorridor and Texas Triangle 
Park.   

 
3. OPEN SESSION FOR ACTION FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 The meeting was called into open session at 6:10 p.m.  No action was taken regarding the items 

discussed in executive session. 
 
4. INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE U.S. FLAG AND PLEDGE OF 

ALLEGIANCE TO THE TEXAS FLAG 
 
 Father Will Stratton, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, gave the invocation and Mr. Joe Moreno and 

representatives of the Knights of Columbus led the pledges of allegiance. 
 

5. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS  
 

The Bryan Fire and Police Departments presented citizen awards to Mr. Felix Chester and Mr. Carlos 
Cardenas for saving the life of a person who was trapped in a burning vehicle following a traffic 
accident.  Recipients of the 2013 Jefferson Awards were recognized and thanked for their service to 
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the community:  Mrs. Tedi Ellison, Mrs. Lylabeth King and Ms. Nettie Clay (Mr. Barron Hobbs was 
not present). 

 
6. HEAR CITIZENS 
 
 Ms. Jacqueline Hodge, 4202 Belsay Ave, College Station, asked the City to consider the creation of a 

tax increment financing district for properties she owned in order to continue redevelopment of a 
formerly blighted area. 

 
 

7. AMENDMENT TO THE TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE (TIRZ) #22 
PROJECT AND FINANCIAL PLAN 

 
a. Public Hearing – Amending Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) #22 

Information was presented regarding a proposed ordinance to amend Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) #22 Project and Financial Plan for land within the TIRZ boundary 
generally located off Briarcrest Drive and North Earl Rudder Freeway.  The plan includes one 
new expenditure of $25,000 for consulting expenses to review the Project and Financial Plan, in 
the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) #22, in the jurisdiction of the City of Bryan, 
previously designated as a reinvestment zone pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 311, Texas 
Tax Code (the “Tax Increment Financing Act”).  No one spoke regarding this item and the public 
hearing closed at 6:35 p.m. 

 
b. First Reading of an Ordinance - Amending Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) #22 

Councilmember Konderla moved to approve the first reading of an ordinance of the City of 
Bryan, Texas, amending Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) #22 Project and Financial 
Plan for land within the TIRZ boundary generally located off Briarcrest Drive and North Earl 
Rudder Freeway.  The plan includes one new expenditure of $25,000 for consulting expenses to 
review the Project and Financial Plan, in the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) #22, in 
the jurisdiction of the City of Bryan, previously designated as a reinvestment zone pursuant to the 
provisions of Chapter 311, Texas Tax Code (the “Tax Increment Financing Act”).  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Horton and carried with all present voting aye. 

 
8. REZONING REQUEST (RZ12-08) 
 

a. Public Hearing – Rezoning Request (RZ12-08) 

Information was presented regarding a proposed ordinance to amend Chapter 130, Zoning, of the 
City of Bryan Code of Ordinances, to change the zoning classification from Agricultural-Open 
District (A-O) to Planned Development District – Housing (PD-H) on 166.2 acres of land out of 
the Zeno Phillips League, Abstract No. 45, and the T. J. Wooten League, Abstract 59, located 
generally north of the Oak Meadow and Autumn Lake Subdivisions and along the west side of 
Chick Lane between West Villa Maria Road and Leonard Road in Bryan, Brazos County, Texas.  
It was reported the Fire Department had concerns about the smaller setback size, which were 
discussed at the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting.  It was also reported the Commission 
recommended approval with the stipulation that conditional use permits be required for any 
duplexes built in the area.  Planning Manager Martin Zimmermann answered questions posed by 
the Council.  Discussion followed about the requested reduction in setback size from 7.5 feet to 
5.0 feet on all lots.  The following individuals spoke in opposition to the rezoning request, citing 
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concerns about traffic, declining property values, congestion, safety, road deterioration, etc.:  Ms. 
Sharon Anderson, 2304 Cindy Lane; Ms. Kathryn Ballard, 1691 Summerwood Loop, 
representing the Oak Meadows Homeowners Association; Mr. Dale Wilson, 2708 Barronwood 
Drive; and Ms. Allison Rice, representing the Autumn Lake Homeowners Association.  Mr. Chris 
Peterson, attorney for the applicant, discussed the rezoning request and laid out particular details 
about the proposed development.  The applicant, Mr. Randy French, also discussed his requested 
rezoning.  They pointed out that the reduced setback lots (from 7.5 feet to 5.0 feet) represented 25 
percent of the lots in the planned development.  Mr. Peterson and Mr. French answered questions 
posed by Councilmembers and advised the price of the homes would range from $145,000 to 
$225,000.  The public hearing closed at 7:29 p.m. with no other individuals speaking to the 
Council on this topic.  

 
b. First Reading of an Ordinance - Rezoning Request (RZ 12-08) 

Councilmember Konderla moved to approve the first reading of an ordinance of the City of 
Bryan, Texas, amending Chapter 130, Zoning, of the City of Bryan Code of Ordinances, to 
change the zoning classification from Agricultural-Open District (A-O) to Planned Development 
District – Housing (PD-H) on 166.2 acres of land out of the Zeno Phillips League, Abstract No. 
45, and the T. J. Wooten League, Abstract 59, located generally north of the Oak Meadow and 
Autumn Lake Subdivisions and along the west side of Chick Lane between West Villa Maria 
Road and Leonard Road in Bryan, Brazos County, Texas.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Horton.  It was commented that building materials were safer now than when the 
7.5 foot setback was enacted.  It was also mentioned there are other developments in Bryan with 
setbacks of less than 7.5 feet.  Concern was expressed that planned duplexes to be included in the 
development were not suitable for the proposed neighborhood.  It was also stated the price range 
of the homes provided a viable option for first time home buyers and that the increased property 
taxes should address Brazos County’s maintenance of roadways outside the city limits adjacent to 
the development.  After further discussion, the motion carried with four yeses (Mayor Bienski 
and Councilmembers Owens, Horton and Konderla), one no (Councilmember Hughes) and two 
absent (Councilmembers Cortez and Madison). 

9. CONSENT (AUTOMATIC APPROVAL) AGENDA 
 

Councilmember Horton made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Konderla and carried with all present voting aye. 

 
a. Approval of Minutes – Workshop and Regular Meetings of May 28, 2013. 

 
b. Resolution – Atmos Energy Corporation Rate Review Mechanism 

Adoption of Resolution No. 3487 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, approving and 
adopting the rate schedule “RRM – Rate Review Mechanism” for Atmos Energy Corporation, 
Mid-Tex Division to be in force in the City for a period of time as specified in the rate schedule; 
making other findings and provisions related to the subject; and requiring delivery of this 
resolution to the company.  

c. Consideration – Annual Price Agreement for Crushed Rock 

Consider approving an annual price agreement from Brazos Site Works in a not to exceed amount 
of $199,000.00 for the purchase of Type A/Grade 1 flexible base material. Source of Funds: 
Public Works – Transportation and Drainage General Fund.  
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d. Second and Final Reading of an Ordinance – Right-of-Way Abandonment (RA 13-03) 

Second and final reading of Ordinance No. 1995 of the City of Bryan, Texas, providing for the 
abandonment of a 20-foot wide and 50-foot long portion of public alley right-of-way located 
south of property at 210 West 23rd Street and extending west from a public alley right-of-way 
that extends north-to-south in Block 121 of Bryan Original Townsite between West 23rd and West 
24th Streets in Bryan, Brazos County, Texas; authorizing the conveyance thereof to the abutting 
property owners; providing for terms and conditions of abandonment and conveyance.  

e. Second and Final Reading of an Ordinance - Amending Chapter 130, “Zoning” of the 
Bryan Code of Ordinances 

Second and final reading of Ordinance No. 1996 of the City of Bryan, Texas, amending the text 
of Bryan Code of Ordinances Chapter 130, “Zoning”, by deleting the existing definition for “open 
storage”, adding new definitions for “sidewalk display”, “outdoor display”, “limited outdoor 
storage”, “general outdoor storage” and “industrial outdoor storage” and determining in which 
zoning district said uses will be permitted, and by amending existing zoning district regulations 
accordingly  providing for a penalty; providing for publication; providing an effective date. 

 
10. STATUTORY AGENDA 
 
 Councilmember Hughes made a motion to approve the statutory agenda.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilmember Horton and carried with all present voting aye.  
 

a. Consideration – Authorize Use of Community Wildfire Protection Plan 

Consider authorizing the use of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) created in 
partnership with the Texas A&M Forest Service. 

b. Consideration – Construction Contract for Miscellaneous Collection Line Rehabilitations 

Consider approving a construction contract with Dudley Construction Ltd. for an amount not to 
exceed $391,159.00 to construct the 2012 Miscellaneous Collection Line Rehabilitations. Source 
of Funds: Sewer Operating Fund 

c. First Reading of an Ordinance – Right-of-Way Abandonment (RA 12-07) 

First reading of an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, providing for the abandonment of a 10’ 
x 115’ portion of North Polk Street right-of-way extending north from its intersection with East 
24th Street and adjacent to Lot 1 in Block 73 of Bryan Original Townsite, and a 15’ x 115’ 
portion of North Pierce Street right-of-way extending north from its intersection with East 24th 
Street adjacent to Lot 5 in Block 73 of Bryan Original Townsite; authorizing the conveyance 
thereof to the abutting property owners; providing for terms and conditions of abandonment and 
conveyance. 

 
11. REGULAR AGENDA - Resolution – Authorize the Publication of Notice of Intent to Issue 

Certificates of Obligation  

Mr. Paul Jasin, Specialized Public Finance, provided an analysis of the proposed certificates of 
obligation issuance to finance up to $6.2 million in BTU rural electric system improvements, 
including substation, feeder and other distribution improvements.  He advised interest rates were 
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beginning to increase but were still historically low and advised the City could save approximately 
$590,000 over the life of the bonds by issuing certificates of obligations versus revenue bonds.  He 
advised the City would enjoy a true interest cost of about 3.02 percent and the expected closing date 
was August 21, 2013.  Mr. Jasin also advised his firm, as the City’s financial consultant, would be 
proposing that the City refinance existing bonds ranging in issue dates from 2001 to 2011 in order to 
obtain lower interest rates, resulting in a savings of about $2.9 million to the City over the life of the 
refunded bonds.  Accordingly, Councilmember Konderla moved to adopt Resolution No. 3488 of the 
City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, approving and authorizing publication of notice of intention 
to issue certificates of obligation in a principal amount not to exceed $6,200,000 to fund BTU Rural 
system substation, feeder and other distribution improvements.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Hughes and carried with all present voting aye. 

 
12. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Councilmember Owens reported on recent Brazos County Health Board and Community Emergency 
Operations Center Policy Board meetings. 

 
13. CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
 Mr. Register provided an update on various capital improvement projects. 
 

14. ITEMS OF COMMUNITY 
 
 Councilmembers listed the following items of community interest:  summer reading program at the 

Clara Mounce Library; community fundraiser for City employee Ronnie Jackson; welcome home 
reception for Bryan Firefighters Ricky Mantey, Jr., and Mitch Moran; Sixth Annual Softball Classic 
charity tournament featuring the community’s first responders; Texas Municipal Clerks Conference; 
Still Creek Culvert Crossing ribbon cutting; Brazos Valley Bombers season; Arbor Oaks grand 
opening; and the Second Annual Blues Festival.  Congratulations were extended to Joe and Josie 
Moreno on their fiftieth wedding anniversary and to Mayor and Mrs. Bienski on their eighteenth 
anniversary.  Mayor Bienski was also wished a happy birthday.  Heroes Felix Chester and Carlos 
Cardenas were again thanked for their brave actions in saving another person’s life.  Condolences 
were extended at the loss of members of the Aggie community and other local residents.  Fargo’s 
BBQ was congratulated for being named one of the top 50 Best Barbeque Joints in the World by 
Texas Monthly Magazine.  Madden’s Restaurant was also congratulated for being listed as a 
destination spot in the same magazine.  The 2013 Jefferson Award winners were again congratulated 
and thanked for their selfless service to the community.  Bryan Police Officer John Sinnett was 
congratulated upon his retirement following 29 years of service.  The community was asked to keep 
Ronnie Jackson and the families of fallen Bryan Fire Lt. Greg Pickard and Lt. Eric Wallace in their 
prayers.   

 
 
15. ADJOURN 

 
 Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 

              
  City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta Mayor Jason P. Bienski 
  


