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AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION:  Consideration – Amendment to The Research Valley Partnership (RVP) 
Funding Agreement 
 
Consider approving an amendment in the additional amount of $25,000 to the funding agreement with The Research 
Valley Partnership in order to provide a one-time payment for the City of Bryan’s participation in the Research 
Valley Technology Council’s Gig.U Project. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: Consider approving an amendment to the current funding agreement between the City 
of Bryan and RVP to authorize the additional funding in the amount of $25,000.  This amendment will provide a 
one-time payment for the City’s participation in the RVP’s collaborative effort via the Research Valley Technology 
Council (RVTC) Gig.U project.  Other members of the RVTC include the Brazos Valley Council of Governments 
(BVCOG), Brazos County, Texas A&M University and the City of College Station. 
 
If successful, this network will deliver gigabit network speeds (20 times those currently available) to both businesses 
and residences in our area to place the Research Valley at the forefront of technical infrastructure in the State of 
Texas and the country.  Collectively the partners should view bandwidth in the same light as we do electricity, 
water, sewer and streets if we expect to remain competitive in the 21st century. To successfully attract private 
investment in this area, our governments will have to review the way the handling of inspections, permitting, make-
ready crews and right-of-way access. 
 
The RVTC’s objective is to utilize expert counsel to ensure that steps proposed and included in the Request for 
Information (RFI) will work for all involved governmental entities and will fully comply with state and federal 
telecommunication regulations.  Membership in the RVTC will demonstrate the City of Bryan’s committed 
leadership in recognizing the benefit such a project will have on the social and economic development of the 
community.  The RVTC will help to define the community’s needs, assess the presence and availability of assets, 
formalize how a next generation network can best serve and be integrated into the community as a whole, gauge 
demand and facilitate engagement. 
STAFF ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of RVP amendment.  This 
funding contribution of $25,000 to the RVTC will provide for the City’s participation in RVTC meetings by the 
City’s elected and selected executive and technical contacts and participation in the drafting of an RVTC Request for 
Information (RFI). 
OPTIONS (In Suggested Order of Staff Preference):   

1. Approve as submitted 

2. Do not approve and provide guidance to staff. 



ATTACHMENTS:   

1. Amendment No. 1 to the Funding Agreement between the City of Bryan and The Research Valley 

Partnership 

2. FY2013 TRVP Funding Agreement (current agreement) (pdf file) 

FUNDING SOURCE:  General Fund Balance 
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AMENDMENT NO. 1 
TO THE FUNDING AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF BRYAN AND THE RESEARCH VALLEY PARTNERSHIP 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Bryan, Texas (“City”), Texas  Home Rule Municipal Corporation entered into a 
funding agreement with the Research Valley Partnership, A Texas Non-Profit Corporation (“Agency”) on 
October 26, 2012 (Funding Agreement). 
 
WHEREAS, the University Community Next Generation Innovation Project, or Gig.U, is a broad based 
research project seeking to accelerate the deployment of ultra high-speed networks to leading U.S. 
universities and their surrounding communities. 
 
WHEREAS, the cities of Bryan and College Station together with Brazos County, Texas A&M, and the 
Brazos Valley Council of Governments united to create The Research Valley Technology Council 
(RVTC), an advisory group of the Agency. 
 
WHEREAS, the RVTC in collaboration with Gig. U will launch efforts to identify private companies 
interested in providing next generation networks in the Research Valley. 
 
WHEREAS, the parties desire to amend the Funding Agreement to authorize the Agency to receive 
additional funding to pay expenses related to the City’s participation in the GIG.U project . 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the recitations above and the covenants 
expressed herein below, the parties agree to the following: 
 
 
To amend Section 2 of the Funding Agreement by deleting in its entirety and replacing with the 
following: 
 

2. For and in consideration of the activities to be satisfactorily performed by Agency under 
this Agreement, City shall provide funding in the amount of THREE HUNDERED SEVENTY 
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO/100 CENTS ($375,000.00) to be paid as follows: 
 
 (a) The total amount of $350,000.00 shall be paid from the City’s General Fund for 
the operations and maintenance of the agency.  Payment will be made in twelve (12) monthly 
installments of $29,166.66. 
 
 (b) A onetime payment of $25,000.00 shall be paid from the City’s General Fund for 
City’s participation in the GIG.U project.  Payment will be made to the Agency within thirty (30) 
days of receipt of an invoice from the Agency. 
 



All other terms and conditions of the original Funding Agreement shall remain unchanged and in full 
force and effect. 
 
RESEARCH VALLEY PARTNERSHIP   CITY OF BRYAN, TEXAS 
 
 
By:  _______________________________   By:  ____________________________ 
         Jason P. Bienski, Mayor 
 
Printed Name:  _____________________   Date: __________________________ 
 
Title:  _____________________________   ATTEST: 
 
Date:  _____________________________   ________________________________ 
        Mary Lynne Stratta, City Secretary 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
________________________________ 

        Janis K. Hampton, City Attorney 
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