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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF WORKSHOP MEETING  

APRIL 26, 2016 
 
 
The Bryan City Council held a workshop meeting on Tuesday, April 26, 2016, in the basement training 
room and Council Chambers of the Bryan Municipal Building.  A notice of the meeting was posted at 
least 72 hours in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code.  Mayor Jason 
Bienski and Councilmembers Al Saenz, Greg Owens, Mike Southerland, Ben Hardeman and Buppy 
Simank were present.  Councilmember Rafael Peña joined the meeting at 2:42 p.m.  In attendance were 
City Manager Kean Register, City Attorney Janis Hampton and City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta. 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 1:52 p.m. 
 

2. JOINT MEETING WITH THE BRYAN PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
REGARDING THE 2016 PLAN OF WORK   

 
The City Council held a joint meeting with the Planning and Zoning Commission to review the 
Commission’s 2016 plan of work.  Planning Manager Martin Zimmermann listed the cases 
considered by the Commission since May 2015.  Mr. Zimmermann discussed the work regarding the 
Comprehensive Plan Update, the Health and Wellness Area Plan, the Parks Master Plan Update and 
the Blinn College Small Area Plan.  He also listed regulation updates the Commission considered the 
past year.  Mr. Zimmermann described training the Commission members received the past year, 
including ethics, open meetings and parliamentary procedure training.  Workshop meeting topics 
were listed.  He advised the Commission had asked for information about how other cities designate 
historic districts.  The Commission indicated a desire that the Comprehensive Plan Update be 
complete before the Commission takes up the topic of a possible west side historic district.  The work 
plan and goals for the next year were discussed.  Questions posed by Councilmembers were answered 
by the Commission members and staff.  It was reported a Commission subcommittee had been 
appointed to study the Residential-Neighborhood Conservation District zoning regulations.  Mayor 
Bienski thanked the Commissioners for their service.   
 

3.  RECESS  
 
 The meeting was recessed at 2:34 p.m. in order to allow the Council to report to Council Chambers to 

continue the meeting. 
 
4. RECONVENE 
 
 The meeting was reconvened in open session in the Council Chambers at 2:42 p.m. 
 
5. PRESENTATION BY STAFF REGARDING FISCAL YEAR 2016 DOWNTOWN 

IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM GRANT REQUESTS  
 
 Special Projects Director Lindsey Guindi presented details about the downtown improvement 

program (DIP) grant requests for the current fiscal year.  She advised the City received more requests 
than available funding allowed.  She reviewed each of the applications recommended for funding.  
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Mrs. Guindi also advised this program was now funded out of Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone 
Number 21 funds.  She answered questions regarding the DIP grants.    

 
6. PRESENTATION BY BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES REGARDING OPTIONS FOR SOUTH 

COLLEGE AVENUE  
 
 BTU General Manager Gary Miller presented options regarding electrical infrastructure to consider 

for South College Avenue rehabilitation.  He discussed possible electrical infrastructure renovations 
for underground utilities for South College Avenue from Villa Maria to Sulphur Springs at an 
estimated cost of $4.6 million.  He advised option two would cover the area from South College to 
the east side of Inlow Drive at an estimated cost of $8.85 million.  Option three would cover the area 
from Villa Maria to Inlow (both sides) at an estimated cost of $13.4 million.  Pros and cons of the 
project were discussed.  Council was advised the $13.4 million project would raise the average 
customer’s monthly bill by $1.75 per month.  Mr. Miller advised impacted customers on South 
College Avenue would be required to change metering.  City Engineer Paul Kaspar discussed the 
sidewalk to be partially funded by the Texas Department of Transportation.  He also reported City 
ordinance allows the City to require third party pole users to move their service for a capital project 
with a reasonable time notice.  Concern was expressed about the cost of the project and that the 
project would only benefit a few residents and businesses.  It was pointed out the funds to be used 
would be BTU funds and not City general fund monies.  BTU Distribution Manager Randy Trimble 
discussed the possible time period to obtain easements for the work.  Staff was requested to move 
forward with the project plans. 

  
7. DISCUSSION REGARDING CONSENT/STATUTORY AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGULAR 

MEETING OF APRIL 26, 2016 
 
 Council briefly discussed agenda item 7 c of the consent agenda for the regular meeting of April 26, 

2016.  No action was taken. 
 
8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
  Councilmembers reported on recent meetings of the following boards, committees and commissions:  

Brazos Valley Wide Area Communications System Board, City of Bryan/Bryan ISD Committee, 
Traditions Council Subcommittee, Convention and Visitors Bureau Marketing Committee, 
Downtown Improvement Program Grant Committee and the Brazos Valley Solid Waste Management 
Agency Board of Directors. 

 
9. ADJOURN 
 
 Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
              

     City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta                                   Mayor Jason P. Bienski 
 


