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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL 

  MINUTES OF EMERGENCY MEETING  

JUNE 1, 2016 
 
The Bryan City Council held an emergency meeting on Wednesday, June 1, 2016, in the Council Chambers 

of the Bryan Municipal Building.  Notice was provided more than two hours before the emergency meeting 

in accordance with Section 551.045 of the Texas Government Code. The emergency meeting was held in 

order for the City Council to take appropriate action as required by State law to declare and extend a local 

state of disaster.  Immediate action was required by the Bryan City Council due to an imminent threat to the 

public health and safety as a result of devastating flooding that had occurred in the City and anticipated 

conditions conducive to flooding.  Councilmembers Al Saenz, Rafael Peña, Mike Southerland and Buppy 

Simank were present.  Mayor Jason Bienski and Councilmembers Greg Owens and Ben Hardeman were 

absent.  In attendance were City Manager Kean Register, City Attorney Janis Hampton and City Secretary 

Mary Lynne Stratta. 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m.  

 

2. SELECTION OF TEMPORARY MAYOR PRO TEM TO FACILITATE MEETING 

 

Councilmember Peña moved to appoint Councilmember Southerland as Temporary Mayor Pro Tem to 

facilitate the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Simank and carried with all present 

voting aye. 

 

3. RESOLUTION - CONTINUANCE OF DECLARATION OF A LOCAL STATE OF DISASTER 

 

Councilmember Peña moved to adopt Resolution No. 3657 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, 

Texas, authorized by Section 418.108 of the Texas Government Code, declaring and extending a local 

state of disaster in the City of Bryan, Texas, due to excessive amounts of rainfall and recent area-wide 

flooding.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Simank.  Deputy City Manager Hugh Walker 

explained the Mayor’s declaration could only cover a seven-day period and that in order to extend the 

local state of disaster declaration, Council action was needed.  Mr. Walker reported the Governor had 

declared a state of disaster for 31 counties in Texas, including Brazos County.  He explained how this 

could bring assistance from the federal government, specifically the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency.  It was reported that FEMA assistance for individual homeowners would be for those that were 

uninsured.  City staff from all departments were commended for their work during the past few days 

since the tornado and flooding had occurred.  The police, fire, public works and BTU departments were 

especially thanked for their work in dangerous conditions.  The people of the community were also 

thanked for their assistance to their fellow Bryanites during this tragedy.  Mr. Walker reported citizens 

could call 209-5900 or visit the City’s website to report flood damage or other problems.  After 

discussion, the motion carried with all present voting aye.  

 

4. ADJOURN 

 

Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 

 

 

 

              

     City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta                                   Mayor Jason P. Bienski 


