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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF WORKSHOP MEETING
AUGUST 2, 2016

The Bryan City Council held a workshop meeting on Tuesday, August 2, 2016, in the second courtroom of
the Bryan Justice Center, a notice of said meeting having been posted at least 72 hours in advance in
accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code. Mayor Jason Bienski and Councilmembers Mike
Southerland, Ben Hardeman and Buppy Simank were present. Councilmember Al Saenz joined the meeting
at 5:36 p.m. Councilmember Greg Owens joined the meeting at 5:44 p.m. Councilmember Rafael Pefia
was absent. In attendance were City Manager Kean Register, City Attorney Janis Hampton and Assistant
City Secretary Christina Cabrera.

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 p.m. City Manager Kean Register announced that
representatives from the Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA), Small Business
Administration (SBA) and City staff would be available to answer questions and gather information
about citizens’ individual properties after the presentations. He then introduced the speakers from the
Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) and Small Business Administration (SBA).

2. PRESENTATION BY FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION (FEMA)
REPRESENTATIVE(S) OF FEMA’S INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WHICH
PROVIDES GRANT ASSISTANCE TO DISASTER SURVIVORS

Ms. Rose Blaha, FEMA Disaster Recovery Center Manager, presented agenda items two and three
together. She provided information about FEMA’s individual assistance program that provides grant
assistance to disaster victims for temporary housing and repair or replacement of homes. Ms. Blaha
spoke about the level of assistance available and also provided information on the registration and
delivery processes. Ms. Blaha pointed out that receiving money from FEMA does not affect the receipt
of other governmental aid and is not taxable. Ms. Blaha assured disaster victims and FEMA registrants
they could still receive support from FEMA staff after the close of the local disaster recovery center on
August 3, 2016.

3. PRESENTATION BY FEMA REPRESENTATIVE(S) REGARDING THE INDIVIDUAL
ASSISTANCE REGISTRATION AND DELIVERY PROCESSES

Ms. Blaha presented this information above.

4. PRESENTATION BY SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (SBA)
REPRESENTATIVE(S) REGARDING THE DISASTER LOAN PROGRAM WHICH CAN
PROVIDE HOMEOWNERS AND BUSINESSES WITH LOW-INTEREST LOANS

Ms. Cynthia Cowell, SBA Office of Disaster Assistance, provided information about the disaster loan
program that provides homeowners and businesses with low-interest loans. Ms. Cowell stated the SBA
can loan up to $200,000 to homeowners for repair or replacement of their homes. She also stated that
the SBA could loan up to $40,000 to homeowners and renters for personal property losses. She gave a
brief description of the loan programs available to businesses. Ms. Cowell stated that to date in Brazos
County, the SBA has made 36 loans for a total of $930,730.00 following the May 26 severe weather
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events. Ms. Cowell encouraged disaster survivors to apply for an SBA loan even if they were not sure
they would qualify for the loan. She stated that if applicants are rejected by the SBA, they may be
eligible to receive additional assistance from FEMA. Ms. Cowell then provided information about how
and where to apply for a loan. It was stressed by Ms. Rita Egan of FEMA that the SBA Disaster Loan
Program was part of the FEMA process and once again encouraged disaster victims to apply for
assistance. Councilmember Owens joined the meeting at 5:44 p.m.

ADJOURN

City Manager Kean Register reminded the audience that representatives from FEMA, SBA and City
staff were available to answer questions and gather information specific to their properties. The
meeting was adjourned without objection at 5:45 p.m.

City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta Mayor Jason P. Bienski



