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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

AUGUST 16, 2016 
 
 
The Bryan City Council held a regular meeting on Tuesday, August 16, 2016, in Room 305 and the Council 
Chambers of the Bryan Municipal Building, a notice of said meeting having been posted at least 72 hours 
in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code.  Mayor Jason Bienski and 
Councilmembers Greg Owens, Mike Southerland, Ben Hardeman and Buppy Simank were present.  
Councilmember Al Saenz joined the meeting at 3:35 p.m. during executive session.  Councilmember Rafael 
Peña was absent from executive session but joined the meeting at 5:50 p.m.  Also present were City 
Manager Kean Register, City Attorney Janis Hampton and City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta. 
 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
  

The meeting was called to order at 2:47 p.m.   
 

2.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

The meeting was called into executive session at 2:48 p.m. under the provisions of Section 551, Texas 
Government Code, to discuss under the authority of Section 551.071, consultation with attorney – 
receive legal advice regarding EEOC matters, receive legal advice regarding competitive matters 
related to the sale of certain assets by the Texas Municipal Power Agency (TMPA), receive legal advice 
regarding the regulation of new wireless facilities in public rights-of-way, receive legal advice 
regarding a contract to permit Pronto Services to conduct a commercial roll-off container operation 
within the city of Bryan, receive legal advice regarding Council ethics policy and complaint procedure, 
receive legal advice regarding sufficiency of complaint received under Resolution No. 3478, Ethics and 
Conduct of Elected and Appointed Officials, and receive legal advice regarding BTU competitive 
matters; under the authority of Section 551.074, personnel matters – discussion of duties and 
responsibilities of City Internal Auditor; under the authority of Section 551.086, competitive matters – 
discuss competitive matters related to the sale of certain assets by TMPA; and under the authority of 
Section 551.087, economic development – discussion regarding economic development prospects in 
north, east and west Bryan. 
  

3. OPEN SESSION FOR ACTION FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION, IF NECESSARY  
 
 The meeting was called into open session at 5:50 p.m.  No action was taken regarding items discussed 

in executive session.  Mayor Bienski was absent at this time.  Councilmember Peña joined the meeting 
at this time. 

 
4. INVOCATION AND PLEDGES OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE U.S. AND TEXAS FLAGS  
 
 Father Joseph Varickamackal, St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, gave the invocation and Mrs. Shawn 

Carlson, Daughters of the American Revolution, La Villita Chapter, led the pledges of allegiance to the 
U.S. and Texas flags.   

 
5. PROCLAMATION AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
 The Mayor and Council recognized State Fire Marshal David Rives and retiring arson canine, Saxon.   
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6. HEAR CITIZENS 
 

Ms. Hannah Dodge, 2508 Willow Bend, spoke in support of agenda items 11 h and 11 i.  Ms. Sandra 
Portzer, 18924 Pipeline Road, College Station, representing Roadrunners Towing & Recovery, spoke 
in support of agenda item 11 e.  Mr. John McBride, 1143 Stanley Trail, and Mr. George Lewis, 1201 
Clark Street, spoke about flooding in Castle Heights and the need for additional drainage improvements.  
Ms. Dora Garcia, 3102 Louisiana, spoke in support of agenda items 11 h and 11 i and encouraged 
Council to buy out flooded properties.  Mr. Robert Van Brunt, 2714 Camelot, proposed the City of 
Bryan ban the use of handheld electronic devices while operating a motor vehicle since the City of 
College Station had already done so.  Mr. William Kahla, 2206 Sharon Drive, spoke about Burton 
Creek flooding.  Ms. Sherri Echols, 2812 Pierre, College Station, spoke about the drainage fund and 
needed drainage improvements.  Mr. Larry Gilbert, 2902 Highway 21 West, spoke about city-wide 
drainage issues and asked Councilmembers to work together to make improvements.  Mr. Thaddeus 
Romansky, 2801 Cherry Creek Circle, spoke in support of direct aid and buyouts for flooded home 
owners and asked Council to fund needed flood mitigation projects.  Mayor Bienski rejoined the 
meeting at 6:09 p.m. during this agenda item. 
   

7. REZONING REQUEST – RZ16-09 
 

a. Public Hearing – Rezoning Request RZ16-09 
 
Mayor Bienski called for public comment regarding an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, 
amending Chapter 130, Zoning, of the City of Bryan Code of Ordinances, by changing the zoning 
classification from Agricultural - Open District (A-O) to Residential District – 5000 (RD-5) on 
61.59 acres of vacant land located on the northwest side of the 2300 block of Leonard Road, 
approximately 150 feet to 750 feet southwest from its intersection with Jordan Loop, being Lot 1 
and the Reserve Tract of the Follett Subdivision in Bryan, Brazos County, Texas.  The public 
hearing closed at 6:29 p.m. with no comments from the public. 
 

b. First Reading of an Ordinance – Rezoning Request RZ16-09 
  
Planning Manager Martin Zimmermann answered questions regarding this rezoning request.  
Councilmember Saenz moved to approve the first reading of an ordinance of the City of Bryan, 
Texas, amending Chapter 130, Zoning, of the City of Bryan Code of Ordinances, by changing the 
zoning classification from Agricultural - Open District (A-O) to Residential District – 5000 (RD-
5) on 61.59 acres of vacant land located on the northwest side of the 2300 block of Leonard Road, 
approximately 150 feet to 750 feet southwest from its intersection with Jordan Loop, being Lot 1 
and the Reserve Tract of the Follett Subdivision in Bryan, Brazos County, Texas.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Peña and carried unanimously. 
 

8. REZONING REQUEST – RZ16-10 
 
 a. Public Hearing – Rezoning Request RZ16-10  

 
Mayor Bienski called for public comment regarding an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, 
amending Chapter 130, Zoning, of the City of Bryan Code of Ordinances, by a new development 
plan for a Planned Development – Industrial District (PD-I), subject to development requirements 
specified herein, on 34.03 acres of land out of Stephen F. Austin League No. 9, adjoining the east 
side of North Harvey Mitchell Parkway (F.M. 2818), approximately 1,500 feet to 2,500 feet north 
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from its intersection with West State Highway 21 in Bryan, Brazos County, Texas. The public 
hearing closed at 6:39 p.m. with no comment from the public. 
   

 b. First Reading of an Ordinance – Rezoning Request RZ16-10  
 
Planning Manager Martin Zimmermann advised this zoning would not allow sexually oriented 
businesses in the subject area.  Councilmember Southerland moved to approve the first reading of 
an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, amending Chapter 130, Zoning, of the City of Bryan 
Code of Ordinances, by a new development plan for a Planned Development – Industrial District 
(PD-I), subject to development requirements specified herein, on 34.03 acres of land out of Stephen 
F. Austin League No. 9, adjoining the east side of North Harvey Mitchell Parkway (F.M. 2818), 
approximately 1,500 feet to 2,500 feet north from its intersection with West State Highway 21 in 
Bryan, Brazos County, Texas.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hardeman and carried 
unanimously. 
 

9. CONSENT (AUTOMATIC APPROVAL) AGENDA  
 

Mr. Chad Eixmann, Municipal Court Administrator, answered questions regarding agenda item 9 b.  
Councilmember Hardeman moved to approve the consent agenda.  Councilmember Simank seconded 
the motion. A question was answered regarding agenda item 9 c.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
a. Approval of Minutes – Workshop, First Regular and Second Regular Meetings of July 12, 2016 
 
b. Consideration – Contract Extension for the Collection of Delinquent Municipal Court Fines 

and Fees  
 
 Consider extending the contract for collection of delinquent Municipal Court fines and fees with 

McCreary, Veselka, Bragg & Allen, P.C., for an additional one-year period, at no cost to the City 
of Bryan.  

 
c. Consideration – Agreement for Employee Uniforms 
 
 Consider awarding a two-year price agreement for employee uniform rentals, leases and purchases 

with G&K Services, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $81,006.72.  Source of Funds:  General Fund 
and Enterprise Funds.   

 
d. Consideration – Existing Price Agreement and Blanket Purchase Order for NAPA Auto Parts  
 
 Consider approving participation in an existing price agreement and issuance of a blanket purchase 

order for automotive and truck replacement parts, shop equipment and services from NAPA Auto 
Parts through the Brazos Valley Council of Governments Cooperative Program – Purchasing 
Solutions Alliance (PSA) contract, in an amount not to exceed $100,000.  Source of Funds:  General 
Fund and Enterprise Funds.   

 
e. Consideration – Tri-Party Agreement for Demolition and Reconstruction of 2303 Staunton 

Drive  
 
 Consider approving a tri-party agreement for demolition and reconstruction of a single-family 

residential dwelling with handicap accessibility at 2303 Staunton Drive, with homeowner 
household and project contractor, Quality Works Construction, Inc., in the amount of $107,800 and 
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a note with the homeowner household in the amount of $109,006.79.  Source of Funds:  Community 
Development Block Grant Funds. 

 
f. Consideration – Contract Extensions for Library Books and Related Materials  
 
 Consider approving an extension of annual price agreements for library books and related materials 

for the Bryan-College Station Public Library System with Baker & Taylor in an amount not to 
exceed $150,000 and with Bound to Stay Bound, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $7,000.  Source 
of Funds:  General Fund.   

 
g. Consideration – Blanket Purchase Orders for Tire Purchases  
 
 Consider approval of four (4) blanket purchase orders with local vendors for the purchase of new 

tires in an amount not to exceed $180,000.  Source of Funds:  General Fund and Enterprise Funds.  
 
h. Consideration – Contract Extension for Crushed Rock  

 
Consider approving a contract extension with Conner’s Crushed Stone for Type A/Grade 1 flexible 
base material in an amount not to exceed $196,300.  Source of Funds:  Transportation & Drainage 
General Fund.   
 

i. Consideration – Contract Extension for EMS Supplies  
 
Consider approving the third extension of the annual price agreement with Bound Tree Medical, 
L.L.C., for emergency medical supplies and pharmaceuticals for the Bryan Fire Department in an 
amount not to exceed $275,000.  Source of Funds:  General Fund.  
 

j. Resolution – Approving MRC Crestview Project Financing  
 

Adoption of Resolution No. 3668 by the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, giving approval 
to the financing and refinancing by New Hope Cultural Education Facilities Finance Corporation 
of a project for MRC Crestview within the city of Bryan.   

 
10.  STATUTORY (AUTOMATIC APPROVAL) AGENDA  
 

Agenda item 10 a was removed from the statutory agenda for separate consideration.  Councilmember 
Peña moved to approve the remainder of the statutory agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Owens and carried unanimously. 

 
b. Consideration – Concrete Channel Maintenance Construction Contract  

 
Consider awarding the bid for the Concrete Channel Maintenance-Multiple Locations, construction 
contract to Garrett Mechanical, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $187,520.  Source of Funds:  
Drainage Fee.   
 

c. Consideration – Purchase of Traffic Signal Controllers and Cabinets  
 
Consider purchasing 41 traffic signal controllers and 22 traffic signal controller cabinets from 
ITERIS in an amount not to exceed $269,200.  Source of Funds:  Transportation Fee.   
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d. Consideration – Extension of Intergovernmental Contract for the Bryan-College Station 

Public Library System  
 
Consider approving an extension of and amendments to the intergovernmental contract between 
the City of Bryan and the City of College Station for the operation and management of the Bryan-
College Station Public Library System.  Source of Funds:  General Fund.   
 

e. Resolution – Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Self-Evaluation and Transition Plan  
 
Adoption of a Resolution No. 3669 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, to adopt the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Self-Evaluation and Transition Plan prepared by Kimley-
Horn and Associates, Inc.   
 

f. Resolution – Reimbursement for University Drive Extension Associated with the Oakmont 
 Chapter 380 Economic Development Agreement  

 
Adoption of Resolution No. 3670 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, expressing 
official intent of the City of Bryan to reimburse $2,600,000 of City Bryan, Texas, capital 
expenditure associated with the Oakmont Chapter 380 Economic Development Agreement.   
 

g. Resolution – Reimbursement South College Avenue Right-of-Way Acquisition and Design 
Amendments  
 
Adoption of Resolution No. 3671 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, expressing 
official intent of the City of Bryan to reimburse $400,000 of City of Bryan, Texas, capital 
expenditure.   
 

h. First Reading of an Ordinance – Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Amendment 2 
 
First reading of an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, amending Ordinance No. 2146; 
increasing expenditure appropriations for Fiscal Year 2016 from $404,717,209 to $405,207,542.  
 

i. First Reading of an Ordinance – Right-Of-Way Abandonment RA16-05  
 
First reading of an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, providing for the abandonment of the 
following public right-of-way to wit:  0.244 acres (12,000 square feet) of public street right-of-way 
for Rabbit Lane specifically along the northeast and southeast sides of Rabbit Lane adjacent to 
Block 1 of the Trail’s End Subdivision, located generally north from the intersection of Rabbit Lane 
and Nancy Street in Bryan, Brazos County, Texas; authorizing the conveyance thereof to the 
abutting property owner and providing for the terms and conditions of abandonment and 
conveyance.   
 

j. First Reading of an Ordinance – Amendment to Section 118-53 of the City of Bryan Code of 
Ordinances, “Restriction Near Schools”  

 
 First reading of an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, amending Section 118-53, “Restriction 

Near Schools” of the City of Bryan Code of Ordinances, by revising school speed zones for Sul 
Ross Elementary School; providing for a penalty, providing for publication and providing an 
effective date.  
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Agenda item 10 a was then considered.  
 
a. Consideration – Waste Haulers Agreement with Pronto Services 

 
Councilmember Saenz moved to approve the permit under Ordinance Section 102-29 (b), 
authorizing Pronto Services to conduct a commercial roll-off container operation within the city of 
Bryan conditioned upon:  (1) the City Auditor being permitted access to Pronto’s records to 
determine the first day Pronto began operations in the City and establish that date as the effective 
date of the permit; (2) Pronto services must pay, within one month of the City Auditor making such 
a determination, the quarterly fees that would have been paid if the permit were in place on the 
effective date; and (3) the permit is revised to expire on March 22, 2021,or five years from the 
effective day, whichever occurs first.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Peña and 
carried with five yeses (Councilmembers Hardeman, Owens, Peña, Saenz and Southerland) and 
two noes (Mayor Bienski and Councilmember Simank).  
 

11. REGULAR AGENDA 
  

a. Consideration – Vote on Tax Rate Proposal and Schedule Public Hearings on Tax Rate  
 
Councilmember Hardeman moved to vote to place a proposal to adopt a property tax rate of 
$0.62999 per $100 of assessed valuation on the regular agenda of the September 13, 2016, City 
Council meeting and the regular agenda of the September 20, 2016, special City Council meeting 
and schedule public hearings on the proposed tax rate on September 6, 2016, and September 13, 
2016.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Peña.  It was announced the property tax rate 
being considered is the same property tax rate as last year.  City Manager Register clarified that 
state law required governmental entities to call this a “tax increase” because the property valuations 
and new properties on the tax roll will bring in more money next year, even though the tax rate is 
staying the same.  It was clarified one-third of the increased revenue would come from new 
development and two-thirds from increased property valuations.  Mr. Register also pointed out the 
Fiscal Year 2017 proposed budget was based on the revenues generated from the proposed tax rate, 
and cautioned Council the adoption of the effective tax rate would impact the proposed budget 
through greatly reduced revenues, impacting the addition of public safety positions the Council had 
previously committed to fund.  Chief Finance Officer Joe Hegwood explained the overall 
percentage increase in property tax revenues was less than the previous year.  The motion carried 
with Councilmembers voting as follows:  Mayor Bienski – yes, Councilmember Saenz – yes, 
Councilmember Peña – yes, Councilmember Owens – no, Councilmember Hardeman – yes, 
Councilmember Southerland – no, and Councilmember Simank – yes.  
 

b. Consideration – Option Agreement and Groundwater Return Flow Purchase Agreement with 
Galveston County Water Control Improvement District (WCID) Number 12 
 
Councilmember Southerland moved to authorize the Mayor to execute a groundwater return flow 
option agreement and groundwater return flow purchase agreement between the City of Bryan and 
Galveston County Water Control Improvement District (WCID) Number 12.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Peña.  Director of Public Works Jayson Barfknecht and his staff were 
commended for their dedicated work on this project.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 

c. Consideration – Curbside Recycling  
 
Mayor Bienski announced this agenda item submitted by two Councilmembers was pulled from 
the agenda.  This agenda item was not discussed or considered by the Council.  



39 

 

 
d. Consideration – Bus Tour of Traditions Area Developments 

 
Councilmember Owens moved to direct staff to arrange a bus tour of Traditions area developments, 
including the ATLAS Town Center and Stella Hotel developments, as well as multi-family and 
single-family residential developments, during a workshop session.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Simank.   Councilmember Southerland moved to amend the motion to include all 
areas of town currently under development.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Saenz.  
The City Attorney advised that Councilmember Southerland’s amendment was broader than the 
posted language of the agenda but could be included on a future agenda.  Councilmember 
Southerland withdrew his motion to amend.  Councilmember Saenz moved to amend the main 
motion to include a tour of the flooded areas in Bryan.  Councilmember Southerland seconded the 
motion.  Mrs. Hampton explained again that the amendment was broader than the posted language 
of the agenda and discussion could be a possible violation of the Texas Open Meetings Act.  
Councilmember Saenz then withdrew his motion.  Multiple Councilmembers expressed their desire 
to take tours of different parts of the City at future workshop meetings.  Councilmember Hardeman 
moved to amend the main motion to request the City staff arrange for a workshop meeting to take 
place within the Traditions development if possible.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Simank.  Mrs. Hampton once again advised that the amendment was beyond the scope of the agenda 
language.  Councilmember Hardeman withdrew his motion to amend. Council returned to 
discussion of the main motion.  Councilmember Hardeman moved the previous question with a 
second by Councilmember Owens.  The motion failed with a vote of three yeses (Councilmembers 
Owens, Hardeman and Simank) and four noes (Mayor Bienski and Councilmembers Saenz, Peña 
and Southerland).  The main motion carried with all present voting aye after additional discussion. 
  

e. Consideration – Changes to City Towing Ordinance 
 
Councilmember Peña moved to direct the City staff to review the recommended changes to the 
Bryan City Towing Ordinance, Article V – Tow Truck and Vehicle Storage Business Regulations, 
as submitted by two Councilmembers, and to bring any associated ordinances or contract wording 
to the Bryan City Council by the last meeting in September 2016.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Southerland.  It was opined the towing ordinance and towing contract should be 
looked at in a fair way to see if changes were needed.  The City Manager confirmed that staff could 
have such a review complete by the date requested.  The motion carried with five yeses (Mayor 
Bienski and Councilmembers Saenz, Peña, Southerland and Simank), one no (Councilmember 
Hardeman and one absent (Councilmember Owens was absent from the dais at the time of the vote). 
   

f. Consideration – Annexation of Area around the TAMU RELLIS Campus  
 
This agenda item was submitted by two Councilmembers.  Councilmember Southerland moved to 
direct staff to establish an action plan with cost estimates and proposed area to annex around the 
new Texas A&M University RELLIS Campus, with the preliminary plan presented to the City 
Council by the last meeting in September 2016.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Peña.  It was clarified the RELLIS campus was located in the City’s extra-territorial jurisdiction 
(ETJ) and a small portion of the Bryan city limits touched the perimeter of the campus.  It was 
opined that annexing the area around the campus would protect the perimeter of the campus and 
may be of benefit to the City of Bryan.  It was stated that Council would need to know how much 
the proposed annexation would cost the City.  Mr. Register clarified that annexation of property 
does not generally include providing utilities, so the estimated cost staff could provide would not 
include extending utilities to the area.  It was also pointed out that while BTU provides electricity 
to this area, the City does not currently provide sewer or water, and there would be Certificates of 
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Convenience and Necessity (CCN) issues that likely would increase the cost of annexation to the 
City.  It was mentioned the City of Bryan needed to protect its ETJ.  Council discussion continued 
and a consensus was reached that more specific information was needed before any decisions could 
be made.  Councilmember Hardeman moved to amend the main motion to substitute the second 
meeting in October for the last meeting in September to present the preliminary plan to Council.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Simank.  The motion to amend carried unanimously.  
The main motion as amended carried unanimously.  
 

g.  Consideration – Bryan Police Department Appreciation Day  
  
Councilmember Owens moved to ask Mayor Bienski to issue a proclamation declaring a date as 
“Bryan Police Department Appreciation Day” in the City of Bryan, and direct City staff to 
encourage all citizens to join in thanking our Bryan Police Officers for their dedicated and selfless 
service to our community.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Simank.  The two 
Councilmembers who submitted this item did so to honor the service of Bryan police officers.  The 
motion carried with all present voting aye. 
   

h. Consideration - Flood Mitigation Public Safety and Cost Reduction  
 
Councilmember Peña moved as follows regarding this agenda item submitted by two 
Councilmembers:  to direct the City staff to establish a City of Bryan home purchase fund in an 
amount up to $1,500,000, the sole purpose of which is for public safety; properties that have 
repetitive and severe flooding, if removed from the flooded area will help to reduce the overall 
flood hazards and reduce the cost to the City in the implementation and funding of flood mitigation 
projects; the Bryan city staff “High Priority Flood Mitigation Projects” list dated July 19, 2016, 
should establish the priority of actions to be taken; purchase of homes should be from willing sellers 
within the city limits of Bryan that have been flooded; these homes should qualify for a Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) property acquisition as a Severe Repetitive Loss (SPL); 
the process should begin by September 1, 2016, or as soon as possible; the funding shall be from 
the City of Bryan General Fund monies, unless the State of Texas and/or FEMA funding is made 
available within six months of the date this agenda item passed.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Southerland.  The City Attorney advised that the Council must first create a 
program establishing guidelines and criteria so the public was aware how public monies would be 
spent before creating the fund.  Council discussion followed regarding possible guidelines and 
criteria.  It was stressed the homes to be considered for purchase should be those classified as severe 
repetitive loss properties by FEMA guidelines and would be eligible for buyout under the FEMA 
program if funds were granted for the buyout program.  Mrs. Hampton recommended that if the 
Council wished to move forward, the motion be amended to direct staff to prepare a proposed 
program or some proposed program options as the wording of the agenda item did not detail the 
criteria or guidelines to be used to identify eligible homes.  It was pointed out staff would need 
direction about the proposed criteria and guidelines of such a program.  City Engineer Paul Kaspar 
summarized that repetitive loss and severe repetitive loss, as defined by National Flood Insurance 
Program and FEMA, were homes that were insured through the National Flood Insurance Program 
and had a certain dollar amount of insurance claims within a specified period of time.  It was 
suggested that it may be useful for Council to hear a presentation about how other cities, 
particularly, the City of Austin, Texas, implemented a program to buy homes in repetitive flood 
areas in order to build flood mitigation infrastructure.  Mr. Register suggested that staff present 
information about the Austin program and also present information about the City’s flood 
mitigation plan and storm water master plan.  He stated the flood mitigation plan had been in place 
for 10 years and the City had spent over $10 million dollars carrying out that plan.  He added the 
City needed to continue with implementation of the plan.  Dr. Jayson Barfknecht, Director of Public 
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Works, reminded Councilmembers that in December 2015, they approved the purchase of five 
repetitive loss properties upon approval of applications submitted through FEMA’s Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program.  Mr. Kaspar clarified that there were two plans relative to drainage and 
flooding in the City:   the flood mitigation plan and the storm water master plan.  He said the flood 
mitigation plan was required by FEMA to participate in FEMA programs, and lists mitigation 
strategies the City was using to plan for future growth.  The storm water master plan lists specific 
mitigation projects.  Council asked if the City was able to clean out creeks and streams.  Mr. Kaspar 
answered that the City is able to do maintenance of creeks and drainage ways where it has 
easements to the water way; therefore, if the City does not have easements to creeks and drainage 
ways, the City cannot performance maintenance.  Mr. Kaspar advised it was more common in most 
cities not to have easements within drainage ways.  It was pointed out that before the City could 
approve a home buyout program, many issues had to be addressed, such as where the money to 
fund the program would come from as there were currently no funds allocated for this purpose, or 
that buying out homes would require the delay of other projects with earmarked funds, while also 
possibly taking funding from flood mitigation projects that would benefit multiple residents.  
Councilmember Peña then withdrew the motion.  Staff was asked to prepare a presentation for the 
September 13 workshop meeting regarding options for a home buyout program, details of the City 
of Austin’s buyout program, and information about the City’s current flood mitigation and storm 
water master plans. 
 

i. Consideration – High Priority Flood Mitigation Projects  
 

It was agreed that Council would not consider this item and that information regarding “High 
Priority Flood Mitigation Projects” dated July 19, 2016, would be presented at the September 13 
Council workshop meeting.  
 

12. CITY MANAGER REPORT  
 
 Mr. Register did not provide a report to Council.  
 
13. ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST  
 
 Councilmembers mentioned the following items of community interest:  the last summer operating days 

of pools and pool fun pass program, town hall meeting, Hispanic Forum 5K run for education event, 
Hispanic Forum Scholarship Gala, Texas A&M football season free parking and shuttle service in 
downtown Bryan, the upcoming Texas Reds Steak and Grape Festival, etc.  Congratulations were 
extended to the Brazos Valley Bombers on their fourth championship.  Congratulations were also 
extended to the Spirit of Faith Church, Mount Nebo Church and New Beginnings Church on their new 
locations in Bryan. 

 
14. ADJOURN 
 

The meeting was adjourned without objection at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 

               
     City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta                                   Mayor Jason P. Bienski 

 
 

 


