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BRYAN CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

OCTOBER 25, 2016 
 
 
The Bryan City Council held a regular meeting on Tuesday, October 25, 2016, in Room 305 and the 
Council Chambers of the Bryan Municipal Building.  Notice of the meeting was provided at least 72 hours 
in advance in accordance with Section 551, Texas Government Code.  Mayor Jason Bienski and 
Councilmembers Greg Owens, Ben Hardeman and Buppy Simank were present.  Councilmember Rafael 
Peña joined the meeting at 5:50 p.m. and Councilmember Al Saenz joined the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  
Councilmember Mike Southerland was absent.  City Manager Kean Register, City Attorney Janis 
Hampton and City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta were in attendance. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order at 3:55 p.m. 

 
2.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
The meeting was called into executive session at 3:56 p.m. under the provisions of Section 551, Texas 
Government Code, to discuss under the authority of Section 551.071, consultation with attorney – 
receive legal advice regarding EEOC matters, receive legal advice regarding code of ethics and 
conduct for elected and appointed officials and complaint procedure, receive legal advice regarding 
sufficiency of complaint received under Resolution No. 3478, Code of Ethics and Conduct for Elected 
and Appointed Officials, receive legal advice regarding groundwater issues, and receive legal advice 
regarding support options for potential cultural heritage museum; under the authority of Section 
551.072, real estate – discussion regarding possible sale, lease, conveyance, and/or purchase of 
property in north and west Bryan; under the authority of Section 551.074, personnel matters – 
discussion relative to City of Bryan Code of Ethics and Conduct Complaint filed on June 9, 2016, 
against City Councilmember Rafael Peña, and discussion relative to City of Bryan Code of Ethics and 
Conduct Complaints filed on August 18, 2016, and on September 29, 2016, against City 
Councilmember Al Saenz; and under the authority of Section 551.087, economic development – 
discussion regarding economic development prospects in north, east and west Bryan. 

 
3. OPEN SESSION FOR ACTION FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
The meeting was called into open session at 5:50 p.m.  Councilmember Peña joined the meeting at this 
time.  Councilmember Simank moved to authorize the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem, or either of them, 
to meet with and conduct negotiations with a landowner for possible purchase of land in northwest 
Bryan for park and/or athletic activity uses.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hardeman.   
It was opined that rather than investing in a new park, the City should concentrate on maintaining 
existing parks and adding amenities to the Bryan Regional Athletic Complex (BRAC).  It was also 
opined that a park of this nature could serve as a catalyst for west side growth and development.  The 
feasibility of both proposals was debated, including that BRAC was for adult recreation while the 
proposed park would be for children and youth.  After discussion, the motion carried with four yeses, 
one no (Councilmember Peña) and two absent (Councilmembers Saenz and Southerland).  

 
4. INVOCATION AND PLEDGES OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE U.S. AND TEXAS FLAGS 
 
 Pastor Roscoe Mason, Spirit of Faith Church, gave the invocation and Cub Scout Pack 802 led the 

pledges.  
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5.  PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

The American Planning Association 2016 Certificate of Achievement for Planning Excellence and 
Development Services was presented to the Planning and Development Department staff.  
Councilmember Saenz joined the meeting at this time. 
 

6. HEAR CITIZENS 
 
 Mr. John McBride, 1143 Stanley Trail; Mr. George Lewis, 1201 Clark Street; Mr. Elmer Burns, 1302 

Clark Street; and Mr. Larry Gilbert, 2902 Highway 21 West, encouraged the Council to clean out the 
creek in the Castle Heights neighborhood to prevent future flooding.  Council was also encouraged to 
work together for the betterment of the community.  It was also suggested the Council divide the 
City’s funds equally among the five single member districts.  Mrs. Debra Miller, 714 Williamson 
Drive, encouraged citizens to donate one hour of their time performing voluntary work for a charitable 
organization in honor of long time community volunteer Judy LeUnes.   

 
7.  CONSENT (AUTOMATIC APPROVAL) AGENDA  

 
Councilmember Simank moved to approve the consent agenda with a second by Councilmember 
Hardeman.  Staff provided information regarding agenda item 7 c.  After discussion, the motion 
carried with all present voting aye. 
 
a. Consideration – Acceptance of Final Tax Levy for Fiscal Year 2017 

 
Consider approving the final 2016 tax year (Fiscal Year 2017) tax roll as submitted by the Brazos 
County Tax Assessor-Collector. 

 
b. Resolution – Supporting the Renaming of Texas State Highway 47 to Riverside Parkway 

 
Adoption of Resolution No. 3686 of the City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, supporting the 
designation of Texas State Highway 47 as “Riverside Parkway” to help perpetuate the memory of 
the former western Brazos County community of Riverside. 

 
c. Second and Final Reading of an Ordinance – 2016 Comprehensive Plan, “Blueprint 2040” 

 
Second and final reading of Ordinance No. 2178 of the City of Bryan, Texas, adopting the 2016 
Comprehensive Plan, entitled “Blueprint 2040” as the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 
d.  Second and Final Reading of an Ordinance – Rezoning Request RZ16-16  
  

Second and final reading of Ordinance No. 2179 of the City of Bryan, Texas, amending Chapter 
130, Zoning, of the City of Bryan Code of Ordinances, by changing the zoning classification from 
Agricultural – Open District (A-O) to Office District (C-1) on 5.5 acres of land out of the Stephen 
F. Austin Survey No. 9, Abstract 62, adjoining the southwest side of West Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Street between Dean Street and Harlem Road and currently addressed as 1401 West Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Street in Bryan, Brazos County, Texas. 

 
e.  Second and Final Reading of an Ordinance – Right-Of-Way Abandonment RA16-06 

 
Second and final reading of Ordinance No. 2180 providing for the abandonment of the following 
public rights-of-way to wit:  approximately 2,039 square feet of public street rights-of-way for 
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West 23rd Street and North Parker Avenue adjoining the north and west sides of Block 121 of the 
Bryan Original Townsite at the southeast corner of North Parker Avenue and West 23rd Street, and 
the north half of a 20-foot wide alley right-of-way that extends east from North Parker Avenue 
between West 23rd and West 24th Streets, being a total of 0.06 acres (2,614 square feet) of land in 
Bryan, Brazos County, Texas; authorizing the conveyance thereof to the abutting property owner; 
providing for the terms and conditions of abandonment and conveyance. 

 
8.  STATUTORY (AUTOMATIC APPROVAL) AGENDA 
  

Councilmember Owens made a motion to approve the statutory agenda.  Councilmember Hardeman 
seconded the motion.  Fire Chief Randy McGregor answered questions regarding agenda item 8 b.  
The motion carried with all present voting aye. 
 
a.  Consideration – Purchase of Vehicles for the Bryan Fire Department 

 
Consider approving the purchase of one refurbished ambulance and one refurbished EMS Urban 
Command Vehicle from Frazer Limited for a total purchase price of $299,850.  Source of Funds:  
General Fund. 

 
b. Consideration – Purchase of a New Fire Engine 

 
Consider approving the purchase of a new fire engine from Metro Fire Apparatus Specialists, Inc., 
through the Houston Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) Texas Local Government Purchasing 
Cooperative for the total purchase price of $878,760.  Source of Funds:  Certificates of Obligation 
to be issued in 2017. 

 
c. Consideration – Purchase of Vehicles for the Bryan Police Department  

 
Consider approving the purchase of six patrol vehicles, three unmarked vehicles, and one police 
motorcycle and equipment for a total amount not to exceed $435,690. 

  
d. Consideration – 2016 Miscellaneous Sewer Collection Line Rehabilitation 

 
Consider approving a construction contract for 2016 Miscellaneous Sewer Collection Line 
Rehabilitation to Texas Pride Utilities, L.L.C., in an amount not to exceed $797,916.  Source of 
Funds:  Sewer Operating Funds. 

  
e. First Reading of an Ordinance – Police and Fire Staffing 2016-2017 

 
First reading of an ordinance of the City of Bryan, Texas, repealing Ordinance No. 2144 adopted 
by the City Council pertaining to classifications and number of positions in the fire and police 
departments pursuant to Chapter 143 of the Texas Local Government Code; adding ten firefighter 
positions in the Fire Department as approved in the Fiscal Year 2017 budget (six funded by grant) 
and adding three police officer positions in the Bryan Police Department as approved in the Fiscal 
Year 2017 budget.  Source of Funds:  General Fund and Grant Funds. 

 
9. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

Consideration – Appointments to Advisory Boards and Committees  
 

Mayor Bienski moved to reappoint Police Chief Eric Buske to the 911 Board of Managers.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Simank and carried with all present voting aye.  
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Councilmember Simank moved to reappoint Bobby Gutierrez, Robert Swearingen and Ben Hardeman 
to the BioCorridor Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Owens and carried with all 
present voting aye.  Councilmember Peña moved to reappoint Ben Hardeman as the municipal 
representative on the Bryan Animal Center Advisory Committee, and to appoint James Sessum, 
Osama Qureshi and Debra Miller to the Committee.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Owens and carried with all present voting aye.  Councilmember Hardeman moved to reappoint 
Andrew Nelson and appoint Joe Patranella and Jack Valerius to the Bryan Business Council.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Owens and carried with all present voting aye.  
Councilmember Simank moved to appoint Debra Miller, Patti Wade and Kathleen Aarvig to the Bryan 
Cemeteries Advisory Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Peña and carried with all 
present voting aye.  Councilmember Peña moved to appoint Larry Ermis and Alicia Smith to the 
Bryan-College Station Public Library Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Owens 
and carried with all present voting aye.  Councilmember Simank moved to reappoint Craig Regan, 
Peggy Samson and Larry Gilbert and appoint Cheryl Hobbs to the Community Development Advisory 
Committee.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Saenz and carried with all present voting 
aye.  Councilmember Owens moved to appoint Aliza Dirden to the Audit Committee.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Simank and carried with all present voting aye.  Councilmember Peña 
moved to reappoint Felicia Benford, Aliza Dirden, Richard Griffin, Tiffany Henley and Paul Torres to 
the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hardeman 
and carried with all present voting aye.  Councilmember Hardeman made a motion, with a second by 
Councilmember Saenz, to reappoint Johnny Aguilar, Gerry Hince, Valentine Lopez and Cynthia Solis 
to the Senior Advisory Committee, and to leave the other positions open since the committee can have 
up to 22 members, but is not required to have 22 members.  The motion carried with all present voting 
aye.  It was mentioned all terms would begin January 1, 2017, unless individuals were filling existing 
vacancies. 
  

10.  CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
  Mr. Register did not provide a report.  
 

11. ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST 
 
 The following items of community interest were mentioned:  staff’s quick response to a water leak, 

skate park opening, staff’s timely responses to requests for information, town hall meeting, new 
restroom at the skate park, new church on East 29th Street, SHIP fundraiser, American Legion 
conference, etc.  Councilmember and Mrs. Peña were congratulated upon the birth of their daughter.  
City staff in all departments were thanked for their hard work and devotion.  Bryan resident Courtnie 
Ramirez was congratulated on her recent journey on the television show The Voice. 

  
12. ADJOURN 
 
 Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
               
          City Secretary Mary Lynne Stratta                                    Mayor Jason P. Bienski 

 


